K. G. “Rusty” Smith, Jr.

Russell W. Culberson

District #1
s AGENDA District #6
District #2 Waymon Mumford
Alphonso Bradies FLORENCE COUNTY COUNCIL District #7
District #3 REGULAR MEETING .]})?:::isc;l‘;#:chﬁﬁeld
Mitchell Kirby COUNTY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, ROOM 803 Mo Andesson
S 180 NORTH IRBY STREET District #9
District #5 FLORENCE, SOUTH CAROLINA
THURSDAY, MARCH 20, 2008
9:00 A. M.
L CALL TO ORDER: K. G. RUSTY SMITH, JR., CHAIRMAN

II. INVOCATION: H. MORRIS ANDERSON, SECRETARY/CHAPLAIN

HNI. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE AMERICAN FLAG:

WAYMON MUMFORD, VICE CHAIRMAN

1Iv. WELCOME: K. G. RUSTY SMITH, JR., CHAIRMAN

V. RECOGNITION:

EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION [1]

Florence County Council will recognize County Employees who have
completed from five to thirty years of service with the County as of December
31, 2007.

VI. MINUTES:

MINUTES OF THE MARCH 6. 2008 REGULAR MEETING i7]
Council is requested to approve the Minutes of the March 6, 2008 regular
meeting of County Council.

Florence County Council Agenda i
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VII. PUBLIC HEARINGS:

No public hearings were required or scheduled.

VHI. APPEARANCES:

No requests to appear were received at the time of publication of the agenda.

IX. COMMITTEE REPORTS:

(Items assigned to the Committees in italics. Revisions by Committee Chair
requested.)

Administration & Finance
(Council members K. G. “Rusty” Smith, Jr./Chair, Russell W. Culberson,
Waymon Mumford and James T. Schofield)

Public Services & County Planning
(Council members James T. Schofield/Chair, Mitchell Kirby, and Ken Ard)

January 18, 2007 Special Exceptions
County facilities
January 17, 2008 Ordinance No. 18-2007/08 (amend the Zoning Ordinance)
Justice & Public Safety
(Council members Waymon Mumford/Chair, Johnnie D. Rodgers, Jr. and
Al Bradley)
June 7, 2007 Litter Enforcement

Education, Recreation, Health & Welfare
(Council members H. Morris Anderson/Chair, Johnnie D. Rodgers, Jr.,
and Al Bradley)

January 17, 2008 Ordinance No. 20-2007/08 (amend Chapter 6 — Animals &
Fowl)

Agriculture, Forestry, Military Affairs & Intergovernmental Relations
(Council members Russell W. Culberson/Chair, Morris Anderson and Ken
Ard)

Ad Hoc Water Study Commitiee
(Council members Ken Ard/Chair, Mitchell Kirby, Russell W, Culberson,
and Johnnie D. Rodgers, Jr.)

Florence County Council Agenda ii
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X. RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 23-2007/08 [14]

A Resolution For The Naming Of A Private Road, Located Off North
Georgetown Road In Florence County Shown On Florence County Tax Map
Number 440, Block 5, Parcels, 13, 14, 82, And 85 And Florence County Tax
Map Number 439, Block 3, Parcels 2 And 8 To Perimeter Road.

(Approved by Planning Commission 8-0) (Council District 2)

XJ. ORDINANCES IN POSITION:

INTRODUCTION

1.

ORDINANCE NO. 23-2007/08 (26}
An Ordinance To Adopt A New Natural Resources Element For The
Florence County/Municipal Comprehensive Plan In Accordance With The
1976 South Carolina Code Of Laws, As Amended, Title 6, Chapter 29,
Section 510.

(Approved by Planning Commission 8-0)

ORDINANCE NO. 24-2007/08 [73]
An Ordinance Accepting The Transfer By The Town Of Pamplico, South
Carolina To The Florence County Election Commission Of The Authority
To Conduct Municipal General Elections Of The Town Of Pamplico,
South Carolina And Authorizing The Execution Of An Agreement
Providing For Such Transfer And Other Matters Related Thereto.

ORDINANCE NO. 25-2007/08 1831
An Ordinance Accepting The Transfer By The City Of Florence To The
Florence County Election Commission Of The Authority To Conduct The
November 4, 2008 General Election Of The City Of Florence And
Authorizing The Execution Of An Agreement Providing For Such
Transfer And Other Matters Related Thereto.

XII. APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS & COMMISSIONS:

BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS LIST 193]

A list of current and approaching vacancies for 2008 on Boards and
Commissions was provided to Council in the January 3, 2008 agenda package.

Florence County Council Agenda Hil
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XIII. REPORTS TO COUNCIL:

A. ADMINISTRATION

USE OF OLD LIBRARY BUILDING [94]
Approve the temporary use of the former Library by the Arts Alliance for
the Spring Visual Arts Showcase and authorize the County Administrator
to execute a temporary letter-form, lease agreement, subject to review by
the County Attorney.

B. TREASURER — DELINQUENT TAX DIVISION

Pursuant to policies approved September 17, 1998 and amended June S5,
2003, the Florence County Treasurer’s Office — Delinquent Tax Division
provided Council with quarterly reports on the following:

» Properties coded “T” for investigation, 1951
» Tax notices processed as nulla bona. {1061

These reports are provided to Council as information only. No action is
required by Council.

XIV. OTHER BUSINESS:

XV. EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Pursuant to Section 30-4-70 of the South Carolina Code of Laws 1976, as
amended.

= Contractual matter concerning financial advisor and bond legal
counsel;

s Contractual matter concerning pending real property transaction; and,

= Personnel matter concerning Windy Hill/Olanta Rural Volunteer Fire
District.

Florence County Council Agenda iv
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XVI. INACTIVE AGENDA:

A. ORDINANCE NO. 15-2007/08

At its regular meeting of January 3, 2008, Council unanimously voted to
remand this Ordinance to the Planning Commission. An Ordinance For A
Comprehensive Plan Map Amendment To Change The Land Use Map
Designation For Property In Florence County Located On Pocket Road Shown
On Florence County Tax Map No. 202, Block 1, The Portion Of Parcel 72
Consisting Of Approximately 72.58 Acres That Is Currently
Business/Industrial To Existing Residential; The Remaining Portion Of The
Parcel Consisting Of Approximately 20.5 Acres That Is Currently
Business/Industrial To Remain Business/Industrial.

(Planning Commission approved 9 — 0.) (Council District 7)

B. ORDINANCE NO. 18-2007/08
At its regular meeting of January 17, 2008 Council unanimously voted to refer
this Ordinance to the Committee on Public Service & County Planning. An
Ordinance To Amend The Zoning Ordinance Of Florence County Section 2.5-
Table I11, Section 3.21, Section 5.2-Table VIII, Section 7.6 And Section 7.7
For Setbacks, Text Errors, Accessory Structure Rules And Commercial And
Industrial Property Access.
(Planning Commission approved 9—0.)

C. ORDINANCE NO. 20-2007/08
At its regular meeting of January 17, 2008 Council unanimously voted to refer
this Ordinance to the Committee on Education, Recreation, Health & Welfare.
An Ordinance Amending Florence County Code Chapter 6 — Animals And
Fowl, In Its Entirety To Clarify Animal Care And Control Regulations.

XVIL. ADJOURN:

Florence County Council Agenda v
March 20, 2008



FLORENCE COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING
March 20, 2008

AGENDA ITEM:  Recognition of Employees

DEPARTMENT:  County Council

ISSUE UNDER CONSIDERATION:

Council will recognize County employees who have completed from five to thirty years
of service with the County as of December 31, 2007.

ATTACHMENTS:

A copy of the memo sent to the Department Direclo
along with the listing of employees eligible I

“Sad Elected/Appointed Officials,

e
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FLORENCE COUNTY COUNCIL

MEMO

T0: The ttonorable Kenney Boone, Sheriff
The Honorable Evgene Cooper, Chief Magistrate
The Honorable Connie Reel-Shearin, Clerk of Court
The Honorable Kenneth Eaton, Judoee of Probate
Michael Bell, Publie Defender
The Honorable Ed Clements, Solicitor
The Honorable H, Wayne Joye, Auditor
The Honorable Dean C. Fowler, Jr., Treasurer
Ray McBride, Library Director
Arthur C. Greoo, Jr., Public Works Director

jxtuXl
Dusty Owens, Emergency Managen:

3 11(1_@11;; Department Director

)Cmsnc[ﬁ‘%

FRRON: Connie Y, !“I*IS_L‘EL[L‘H,TCECF}\

DATE: February 27,2008

Coe Florence County Council Members
Richard A, Starks, County Administrator
Bonnita K. Andrews, Human Resources Director

RI: Employee Service Awards

regalar meeting of March 200 2008, the Florence County Council will recognize

AL
five 1o thirty vears of service as of

cmplosees ef Florence County who completed from |
December 3102007, Atlached 15 a list of the employees eligible to receive these awards.
W ask that you notily the employvees within vour depariment eligible o receive an
Fhe mecting will begin prompily at 9 am. in Council Chambers. Room 803

i the Office of the County Adminisirator {Romm SO“) for
ur emplovees will be unable to attend. please notify the

fy
Personnel Departiment (663- )}5 4) s0 that arrangements can be made for the emplove ( )

award,
Refreshments will be served

the recipients. 1 yvou or one o
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FLORENCE COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING
March 20, 2008

AGENDA ITEM:  Minutes

DEPARTMENT:  County Council

ISSUE UNDER CONSIDERATION:

Council is requested to approve the minutes of the March 6, 2008 regular meeting of
County Council,

OPTIONS:

1. Approve minutes as presented.
2. Provide add:itional directive, should revisions be necsssa

ATTACHMENTS:

Copy of proposed Minutes.



REGULAR MEETING OF THE FLORENCE COUNTY COUNCIL,
THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2008, 9:00 A.M., COUNCIL CHAMBERS,
ROOM 803, CITY-COUNTY COMPLEX, 180 N. IRBY ST,
FLORENCE, SOUTH CAROLINA

PRESENT:

K. G. *Rusty” Smith, Jr., Chairman
Waymon Mumford, Vice-Chairman

H. Morris Anderson, Secretary-Chaplain
Mitchell Kirby, Council Member
Russell W. Culberson, Council Member
Johnnie D. Rodgers, Jr., Council Member
J. Ken Ard, Council Member

James T. Schofield, Council Member
Alphonso Bradley, Council Member
Richard A. Starks, County Administrator
James C. Rushton, III, County Attorney
Connie Y, Haselden, Clerk to Council

ALSO PRESENT:

Kevin Yokim, Finance Director
Ray McBride, Library Director
Sheriff Kenney Boone :
Mike Young, Director of Voter Reglstr
Chuck Tomlinson, Z\/Iornmg, News Qtaff ericr

A notice of the regular meetmg ofhe Florence County Council appeared in the March 3.

2008 edition of the MORNING NEWS. Copies of the agenda were faxed to members of
the media and posted in the lobby of the City-County Complex and on the County’s
website (www.florenceco.org).

Chairman Smith called the meeting to order. Secretary-Chaplain Anderson gave the
invocation and Vice-Chairman Mumford led the Pledge of Alliance to the American
Flag. Chairman Smith welcomed everyone attending the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Councilman Rodgers made a motion Council approve the minutes of the February 21,
2008 regular meeting of County Council. Councilman Kirby seconded the motion, which

was approved unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

There were no public hearings required or held.

Florence County Council Regular Meeting 1
March 6, 2008
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APPEARANCES:

DR. PHILIP BOWMAN, PEE DEE MENTAL HEALTH CENTER

Dr. Bowman - Executive Director/Medical Director and Stuart Shields — Assistant
Director appeared before Council to provide information on the services provided by the
Mental Health Center.

JOHN CHASE, JR., CHAIR - LEGISLATIVE DAY COMMITTEE
Mr. Chase expressed appreciation for County Council’s support of the Annual Legislative
Day Event scheduled for March 25" as well as its support of past events.

VERMELL PYATT - HARVEST HOPE FOOD BANK

Ms. Pyatt appeared before Council to present information on the Harvest Hope Food
Bank and request funding. Councilman Ard stated he had the opportunity to attend one of
the events hosted by Harvest Hope Food Bank and he was very impressed with the
organization. He stated that if the County could not provide financial assistance he
would, at a minimum, encourage Council to provide public and moral support for the
organization. Councilman Mumford also commended the organization and expressed
support for its efforts and service provided to the community. .

ROBERT R. SMITH, II - BLUECROSS BLUESHIELD FOUNDATION

Mr, Smith was unable to attend. Ms. Sally Fiffick appeared before Council in his stead to
speak on the Proclamation honoring the ac nevements of the Foundation and 1o recognize
the opening of the Lake City Iree MEd]C Cilmc Chairman Smith stated the
Proclamation would be up for ¢ nsideration iat f'1n the meeting.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

PUBLIC SERVICES & COUNTY PLANNING

Committee Chairman Schofield reminded Council members that effective July 1 a new
Planning Commission and Board of Zoning Appeals would need to be in place. He
encouraged members to begin making appointments so that by April or May the
Commission would be in place.

JUSTICE & PUBLIC SAFETY

Committee Chairman Mumford stated the Committee met prior to the Council meeting 10
discuss the increasing litter problem in Florence County. The Committee was working
with Environmental Services and the Sheriff’s Office to put something in place to

alleviate the litter problems.

EDUCATION, RECREATION, HEALTH & WELFARE

Committee Chairman Anderson stated bids were out on the proposed animal facility. He
again expressed his appreciation for the funding received from the public, as well as
individual members of County Council,

]
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AD HOC WATER STUDY COMMITTEE

Committee Chairman Ard stated he did not have a report, but that a meeting was
scheduled immediately following County Council’s meeting. He encouraged ali of
Council to attend.

PROCLAMATIONS:

NATIONAL COUNTY GOVERNMENT WEEK

The Clerk published, in its entirety, a Proclamation Recognizing the Week of April 6-12,
2008 As National County Government Week in Florence County. Councilman Mumford
made a motion Council approve the Proclamation. Councilman Kirby seconded the

motion, which was approved unanimously.

COMMENDING BLUECROSS BLUESHIELD OF SC FOUNDATION

The Clerk published, in its entirety, a Proclamation Commending BlueCross BlueShield
of South Carolina Foundation for Its Support of the Lake City Free Medical Clinic and its
Dedication to Providing Medical Care and Pharmaceutical Donations for Uninsured and
Underinsured Families in Florence County. Councilman Kirby made a motion Council
approve the Proclamation. Councilman Rodgers seconded the motion, which was
approved unanimously. L

PROCLAMATION OF SUPPORT s
The Clerk published, in its entirety, a Proclamation of Support of the National
Association of Counties’ Campaign: Against “Sexual Exploitation of Children.
Councilman Anderson maq_g;,;-a"m_ofip g ouzii_iil approve the Proclamation. Councilman
Culberson seconded the motion, {{:’hi_Cn‘]l':___,yvai‘ké*hpﬁ}‘)roved unanimously.

RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 22-2007/08

The Chairman published the title of Resolution No. 22-2007/08: A Resolution
Authorizing The Cessation Of Maintenance On And Abandonment O A Portion Of
Pheasant Road Located In The Effingham Arca. Councilman Anderson made a motion
Council approve the Resolution. Councilman Culberson seconded the motion, which was
approved unanimously.

ORDINANCES IN POSITION:

ORDINANCE NO. 21-2007/08 - THIRD READING

The Chairman published the tutle of Ordinance No. 21-2007/08: An Ordinance To
Establish User And Hazardous Substance Reimbursement Fees To Support Hazardous
Materials Response Capabilities And Other Matters Relating Thereto. Councilman
Mumford made a motion Council approve third reading of the Ordinance. Councilman
Rodgers seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously.

Las

Florence County Council Regular Meeting
March 6, 2008

o
<



ORDINANCE NO. 22-2007/08 - THIRD READING

The Chairman published the title of Ordinance No. 22-2007/08: An Ordinance To
Rezone Properties Owned By Clebe G. Eaddy And Debbie C. Eaddy Located On Carolyn
Avenue, Florence From B-3, General Commercial District To R-4, Mult-Family
Residential Disuicl Limiled Shown On Florence Coumy Tax Map No 90- 095 Block ?

R e A e

approve third reading of thc Ordmance. Councﬂman Schofield seconded the motion,
which was approved unanimously.

APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:

HOWE SPRINGS FIRE DISTRICT BOARD

Councilman Rodgers made a motion Council approve the recommendation of the Howe
Springs Fire District Board and appoint Billy Brown to the Board to serve the unexpired
term of Shannon Smith, who resigned to serve as Fire Chief. Councilman Kirby seconded
the motion, which was approved unanimously.

REPORTS TO COUNCIL:

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT

LYNCHES RIVER ENVIRONMENTAL DISCOVERY CENTER GRANT
Councilman Kirby made a motion Council accept the FY08 appropriation from the South
Carolina Department of Natural: Resourccs in the amount of $120,129 and authorize the
designation of appropriate” general{ dger a¢counts within the Grant Fund. Councilman
Mumford seconded the motion whlch was approved unanimously.

PROFESSIONAL TENNIS SERV]CES CONTRACT

Counciiman Culberson made a motion Council accept the recommendation of the Parks
and Recreation Commission to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with Richard
Storr, an independent contractor, for exclusive rights 1o offer professional tennis services
at Ebenezer Park; and authorize the County Administrator to execute all related
documents, subject to review by the County Attorney. Councilman Rodgers seconded the

motion, which was approved unanimeusly.

PUBLIC WORKS

AWARD OF BID #17-07/08

Councilman Ard made a motion Council award Bid #17-07/08 to the low responsive
bidder, Blanchard Machinery Co. of Florence, SC, for the purchase of two (2) 32,000 Ibs.
Class Motorgraders for Public Works in the amount of $431,991.36; and authorize the
County Administrator to execute all associated documents to proceed. Councilman
Schofield seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously.

Fiorence County Council Regular Meeting 4
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PURCHASING AND FACILITIES MANAGEMENT

AWARD OF BID #11-(7/08

Councilman Mumford made a motion Council award Bid #11-07/08 1o the low
responsive bidder, Goodson Construction Co. of Aynor, SC, for Bid #1 1-07/08, Harlee
Boulevard Culvert Lowering Project, in the amount of $53,247 to be funded through
PDEC/FC Dec 06 Agreement; and authorize the County Administrator to execute all
associated documents to proceed. Councilman Culberson seconded the motion, which

was approved unanimously.

DECLARATION OF SURPLUS PROPERTY

Councilman Rodgers made a motion Council declare asset #V0729 a 2000 Ford F-250
surpius and authorize its sale to Olanta Rural Fire Department for $3.750, less $1,500 to
be funded from Council District 5 Infrastructure funding allocations. Councilman
Culberson seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously.

OTHER BUSINESS:

INFRASTRUCTURE FUNDING

EBENEZER COMMUNITY PARK -
Councilman Anderson made a motion Council approve the cxpcndature of funds from
Council District 9 Infrastructure funding aliocation 4n an amount up to $3.900.00 to
relocate a section of fencing at Ebe ser Commumty Park, in preparation of the road
widening project along Ebenezer: Roa C n;;lman Rodgers seconded the motion, which

was approved unammous]y

LAVERNE ARD COMMUNIT-:Y"PARK

Councilman Ard made a motion Council approve the expenditure of funds from Council
District 2 Infrastructure funding allocation in an amount up to $6,000.00 to assist with the
removal of trees at Laverne Ard Community Park. Councilman Rodgers seconded the

motion, which was approved unanimously.

COUNCILMAN ARD:

Councilman Ard stated Council was provided a report on the statistics of the new Dozier
M. Munn Pamplico Public Library versus the old library. He stated it was money well
spent and expressed appreciation for Council’s support of the construction of the new
Hbrary.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Councilman Ard made a motion Council enter executive session to discuss a pending
contractual matter with the City of Florence and pending legal matters. Councilman
Anderson seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously. Council entered
executive session at 9:45 a.m. Counci! reconvened at 10:11 am.

A
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There being no further business to come before Council, Councilman Culberson made a
motion Council adjourn. Councilman Rodgers seconded the motion, which was approved

unanimously.

COUNCIL MEETING ADJOURNED AT 10:11 A.M.

H. MORRIS ANDERSON CONNIE Y. HASELDEN
SECRETARY-CHAPLAIN CLERK TO COUNTY COUNCIL

Florence County Council Regular Meeting é
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FLORENCE COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING

Item for Meeting on: Thursday, March 24, 2008

AGENDA TTEM: Resolution No, 23-2007/08

DEPARTMENT:  Planning and Building Inspections

ISSUE UNDER CONSIDERATION:

[A Resolution For The Naming Of A Private Road, Located Off North Georgetown Road In
Florence County Shown On Florence County Tax Map Number 440, Block 5, Parcels 13, 14, 82
And 85 And Florence County Tax Map Number 439, Block 5, Parcels 2 And 8 To Perimeter
Road.]

POINTS TO CONSIDER:

1. The private road proposed for naming to Perimeter Road exists in Council Distriet 2.

2. The apphicants are proposing to name the road tocated in Florence County.,

3. The private road 1s for a one 1o four parcel split and the name is needed for -911 addressing
DUIPOSCS.

4. The reguest was made by the property owner(s) or their representatives.

3, The applicants were advised of the minimum requirements to name roads.

6. The road name is not a duplicate of existing road names for E-911 purposes in the County of
Florence. -

7. All landowners with property abutting the proposed road have signed the required petitions.

8. The road name has been approved by the County addressing office.

OPTIONS:

1. (Recommended) Approval of Resolution No. 23-2008 as recommended by the eight members
sresent al the Planning Commission meeting of February 26, 2008.
p g )

2. Provide An Alternate Directive,

ATTACHMENTS:
Copics of the following are attached:
1. Resolution No, 23-2007/08

2. Staft Report for P( F2008-15
3. Viemity Map
4. Aecrial Map

Stte Plat Map



Sponsor(s) : Planning Commission

Planning Commission Consideration :February 26, 2008 1, ,
Planning Commission Public Hearing  :February 26,, 2008 Council Clerk, certify that
Planning Commission Recommendation : February 26,, 2008 [Approved 8-0]  this Resolution was advertised

First Reading/Introduction :March 20, 2008 for Public Hearing on
Committee Referral ‘N/A :
Second Reading ‘N/A

Third Reading NFA

Effective Date JImmediately

RESOLUTION NO.23-2007/08
COUNCIL-ADMINISTRATOR FORM OF GOVERNMENT FOR FLORENCE COUNTY
[A Resolution For The Naming Of A Private Road, Located Off North Georgetown Road In

Florence County Shown On Florence County Tax Map Number 440, Block 5, Parcels 13, 14, 82
And 85 And Florence County Tax Map Number 439, Block 5, Parcels 2 And 8 To Perimeter

Road.]

WHEREAS:

1. Florence County has established a uniform and organized road naming system to prevent
duplication and confusion within the County and for E-911 addressing purposes: and

Florence County when deemed necessary, seeks.to”continue the implementation of the street

2.
naming system by reviewing requests for areas submitted and ‘:s“é;tcking to solve them; and
3. All private roads that exist in Florence*County shall.be named based on criteria as set forth by the

Florence County Road Naming/Renaming Ordinance.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT. ORDAINED BY FLORENCE COUNTY COUNCIL DULY

ASSEMBLED THAT:

A private road located off North Georgetown Hwy. shown on Tax Map Number 440, Block 5,
Parcels 13, 14, 82 and 835 and Tax Map Number 439, Block 3, Parcels 2 and 8 is hereby named

Perimeter Road.

ATTEST: SIGNED:

Connie Y. Haselden, Council Clerk K. G. Rusty Smith, Jr., Chairman
COUNCIL VOTE:
OPPOSED:

ABSENT:



STAFF REPORT
TO THE
FLORENCE COUNTY/MUNICIPAL PLANNING COMMISSION
February 26, 2008

PC #2008-15
Subject: Road Naming Request to Perimeter Road.
Location: Off North Georgetown Hwy. in Lower Florence County
Tax Map Number(s): 440, Block 5, Parcels 13, 14, 82, and 85
439, Block 5, Parcels 2 and 8.
Council District: 2; County Council
Applicant(s): Wellman Plant Representatives

Staff Analysis:
The applicants are proposing to name a road located in Florence County.

te’toad is located off North Georgetown

Perimeter Road is the proposed private road name. The pri
Hwy. in Florence County. :

The road is shown on Florence County Tax Map, Numbers'440, IE;I.'ock 5, Parcels 13, 14, 82, and 85

and 439, Block 5, Parcels 2 and 8.

The private road is the access - éel sﬁlzt and 1s needed for E9-1-1 Addressing

purposes.
Findings:

1. The request was made by the property owner(s) or their representatives.

2. The applicants were advised of the minimum requirements to name roads.

3. Road names are not duplicates of existing road names in the County of Florence.

4. All landowners with property abutting the proposed roads have signed the required petition.
5. The road name has been approved by the County Addressing office.

Florence County/Municipal Planning Commission Action: February 26, 2008
The eight Planning Commission members approved the road naming request unanimously at the
meeting held on February 26, 2008.

Florence County/Municipal Planning Commission Recommendation:
The Planning Commission recommends approvai of the road naming request by Fiorence County
Council based on the request being in compliance with the Florence County Road Naming/Renaming

Ordinance,
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FLORENCE COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING
Item for Meeting on: Thursday, March 20, 2008

AGENDA ITEM:  Ordinance No. 23-2007/08
Introduction

DEPARTMENT:  Planning and Building Inspections W /\/Q*%A,

ISSUE UNDER CONSIDERATION:

|[An  Ordinance To Adopt A New Natural Resources - Element For The Florence
County/Municipal Comprehensive Plan In Accordance With The 1976 South Carolina Code Of
Laws, As Amended, Title 6, Chapter 29, Section 510.]

POINTS TO CONSIDER:

1. Council Distriet(s): All Florence County Council Districts

2. According to state law, a new Florence County/ al Comprehensive Plan must be
developed every ten vears.

3. The original passage date of the Natural Resource

4. This Element of the Plan will provide an
goals for local planning decisions

OPTIONS:

1. (Recommended) Approve O ce No. 23-2007/08 as unanimously recommended by the eight
Planning Commissioners present at the February 26, 2008 meeting.
2. Provide an Alternative Directive

ATTACHMENTS:

Copies of the following are attached:
1. Ordinance No. 23-2007/08

2. Resolution for PC#2007-69

3. Staff Report for PC#2007-69

4. Proposed Natural Resources Element




Sponsor(s)

Planning Commission Consideration
Planning Commission Public Hearing
Planning Commission Recommendation :

: Planning Commission
: February 26, 2008 [Approved 8- 0]
: February 26, 2008

L, ,
Council Clerk, certify that this
Ordinance was advertised for

February 26, 2008

First Reading/Introduction : March 20, 2008 Pubiic Hearing on

Committee Referral

Second Reading

County Council Public Hearing
Third Reading

Eifective Date

:April 3, 2008
:April 3, 2008
s April 17,2008
s Immediately

ORDINANCE NO. 23-2007/08
COUNCIL-ADMINISTRATOR FORM OF GOVERNMENT FOR FLORENCE COUNTY

fAn Ordinance To Adopt A New Natural Resources Element For The Florence
County/Municipal Comprehensive Plan In Accordance With The 1976 South Carolina Code Of
Laws, As Amended, Title 6, Chapter 29, Section 510.]

WHEREAS:

1. SC 6-29-310 requires a new Florence County/Municipal Comprehensive Plan be developed every
ten years; and

2. The original passage date of the Natural Resources Element was March 5, 1998; and
3. Passage of this element will fulfill state law reqy}_reﬁ%é; ;. and provide poals for improving

natural resources and meeting the challenges described therei

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY . THE F ORENCE COUNTY COUNCIL DULY

ASSEMBLED THAT:
I The Florence County/Municipal Comprehensive Plan Natural Resources Element attached hereto,
is hereby adopted and implemente ;_aﬁ"d supersedes all other versions of this Element which werc
adopted previously.

2. Provisions in other Florence County ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are hereby
repealed.

3. If any provision of this Ordinance or the application thereof to any person or circumstance is held
invalid, the invalidity does not affect other provisions or applications of the Ordinance which can
be given effect without the invalid provision or application and to this end, the provisions of this
Ordinance are severable.

ATTEST: SIGNED:

Connie Y. Haselden, Counctl Clerk K. G. Rusty Smith, Jr., Chairman

COUNCIL VOTL:
OPPOSED:
ABSENT:

Approved as to Form and Content
James C. Rushton, I, County Attorney



RESOLUTION FOR PC#2007-69
FLORENCE COUNTY/MUNICIPAL PLANNING COMMISSION

{A Resolution Recommending The Updated Natural Resources Element Of The Comprehensive
Plan)

WHEREAS:

L

According to state law, a new Florence County. Municipal Comprehensive Plan must be developed
every ten years; and

The third element to be adopted according to the ten-year schedule 1s the Natural Resources Element;
and

The Planning Commission advertised for and held a workshop on September 13, 2007, and
Following the passage of this resolution by the majority of the entire membership of the Planning
Commission, the Natural Resources Element must be adopted by ordinance after public hearings by the
governing bodies of all participating junsdictions,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE FLORENCE COUNTY/MUNICIPAL
PLANNING COMMISSION DULY ASSEMBLED THAT:

R

ATTEST:

Ohneele Thormea.

A Resolution is hereby adopted to recommend that the gov emzng ‘bodies of Florence County, the City
of Florence, the City of Johnsonville, the Town of Olanta,'the Town of Quinby, the Town of Scranton,
and the Town of Timmonsville adopt by ordinance f'o'r thenr respectnc area of jurisdiction the update to
the Florence County, Municipal Comprehensiye Pla ’\Iatural Resources Element as presented by the

Planning Commission,

Angela Thomas, Secretary

lis, Chairman

COMMISSION VOTE: ¥-O
OPPOSED: Nene
ABSENT: D. Chc{)?[n

D. Floyd
L. Frc_a'
K. Lmn.,c,nr
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STAFF REPORT
TO THE
FLORENCE COUNTY/MUNICIPAL PLANNING COMMISSION
September 25, 2007
PC#2007-69 (All Participating Jurisdictions)

Subject: Adoption of a Resolution recommending the updated Natural Resources
Element of the Comprehensive Plan

Staff Analvsis:
According to state law, a new comprehensive plan must be developed every ten years. The seven
elements of the current plan were passed by all participating jurisdictions on various dates between

December 1997 and April of 1999.

The third element to be adopted in accordance with this calendar to meet the ten-year requirement is
the Natural Resources Flement. The Planning Commission advertised for and held a workshep on
September 13, 2007 o discuss this issue and made one typographical error change.

Element Information:
The Natural Resources Element details the current environmental conditions of Florence County, the

protection and sustainment of the natural resources, and goals for improving several of the statistics
described. ;

of the entire membership of the Planning
e adopted by the govemning bodies of all
ippropriate jurisdictions must also hold public

Following the passage of a resolution by the majority

; _adqpf’it by ordinance.

Planning Commission Recommendation:
The eight Planning Commission members present at their February 26, 2008 meeting, voted
unanimously to adopt a resolution recommending that all participating jurisdictions adopt the Natural

Resources Element.

Attachments:

Copies of the following are attached:
1. Proposed Natural Resources Element
2. Resolution of Recommendation
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Florence County/Municipal Comprehensive Plan
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Flarence County/Municipal Comprehensive Plan

NATURAL RESOURCES ELEMENT

INTRODUCTION

An analysis and inventory of the natural resources of the County is necessary to effectively and
productively plan for growth and development  While identifying and recognizing these
resources, the Natural Resources Element of the Florence County/Municipal Comprehensive
Plan will not only provide information about such resources, but alsc discuss goals for protection
and sustainment. By attempting to preserve, maintain, and improve our natural resources, many
facets of our community can be enhanced including social, economlc .and cultural aspects.

Censerving natural resources and maintaining a healthy enwronment is not just about water
quality or tree preservation. It is aiso about understanding the niefconnectedness of our
ecosystem and using natural resocurce based planning to ensure that future development
respects the characteristics that make Florence County unique. Natural resource based planning
starts with conducting 3 natural resources inventory sc a community can see its assefs. It then
requires that resources be prioritized. Plans and regulations then direct development io the areas
most suited for protection, ensuring minimal impact on priority natural resources: through the
Incation, design, and engineering of new development.

Florence County is located in the Coastal Plain region of the East Coast and has a variety of
natural features and resources that contribute 'to. the quality of life experienced by its residents.
Fertile sails, a number of surface water streams;;, climatic conditions suitable for extended
agrarian activities, and an abundance of forested areas enrich the County's recreation amenities,

cemmunity facilities, and industrial oppor‘tunstles

Fiorence County has a total of 803.05 square miles of land area. Of these 803.05 square mi iles,
3.84 are covered by water (2005 5C Statistical Abstract). Forest areas and watercourses
surround the County on nearly every side, inc fuding the Great Pee Dee River that borders
Florence County along its eastern side and the Lynches River that runs directly through Florence
County ending-as_ it converges with the Great Pea Dee River in the City of Johnsonvifle. In
addition to these: rivers, a host of other features compose the natural resources within the total

1]

area of Florence Col including fertie scil, wetlands, swamps, bays, and many naturally

DCE’(‘IIC areas

This Eléme__n_t is divided in elve sections, including the Introduction, Summary, and Goals.

The remaining sections are:

. Céimate and. Topography/Siope Characteristics
+ Prime Agrscuiiure & Forest Land

+« Soil Types “

« Mining

+  Water & Wetlands

s Flood Hazard Areas

« Plant/Animal Habitats & Endangered Species
s AirQuality

+ Unigue Scenic Views & Recreation Areas
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Florence County/Municipal Comprehensive Pian

The conservation of natural rescurces coupled with the understanding of cur ecosystems will
ensure that future development has a reduced impact on our natural resources with attention
given to location, engineering and design.

The Information in the Natural Resource Element is a statement of current environmental
cenditions and an analysis of that information. it serves to show the resources and environment
indicative 1o Florence County. ideally, this document will be used as the basis for future planning
in Florence County in order to recognize, protect, and enhance existing natural resources.

CLIMATE AND TOPOGRAPHY

The climate in Florence County is relatively temperate. The warm season begins in April and
extends into September.  The Appalachian Mountams which are 175 miles northwest of
Florence, act as a natural barrier from mest cold fronts _keepmg winters relatively mild. However,
winters temperatures often dip into the 20s. Srow ﬂurries"can occur, but it is unusual to have any
measuradle amount of snowfall. The average temperature in January is 44.7 degrees. The first
frost of the season typically occurs in mid- November wgth the .ast frost typically in mid-March.
any other season. in addition, Florence exper:ences its warhﬁést weather dunng the summer
months, with the average temperature in July reachmg_a'[_ F degrees. Annually, the average
daytime temgperature is 63.2°F. The fables helow list cEimat’é_;"' tatistics for the County {(Internet 1},

Table 3-1 Ficrence County Temperatura Summary (1948-2008)
TEMPERATURE DATE
Highest Maximum Temperature 108°F ' 6/27/1954
Highest Mean Temperaturg . 82°F 7/13/1986
Lowest Minimum:Temperature 0°F 1/21/1985
Lowest Mean:Temperature 4 12.5°F 172171885
Maximum Annual Averags Temperature 74.8°F N/A
Mean Annual AverageTemperature’ 84°F N/A
| Minimum Annual Average Temperature 53.1°F N/A

Source: South Carolina State Climatology Office

Table 3-2 Florence County Precipitation Summary {1882-2006)
STATISTIC DATE
Highest Daily Rainfall 8.2 9/8/1879
Annual Average Rainfall 46.46" n/a
Wettest Year 82.64" of precipitation 1929
Driest Year 27.5" of precipitation 1954
Mean Snowfall 1.9" n/a
Largest Snowfall 13" 1973

Source: South Carolina State Climatology Office

Florence County can be found approximately 80 to 85 miles inland from the Atlantic Ocean
between the Great Pee Dee and Lynches Rivers. |t is composed of 803.05 square miles, or
approximately 512,000 acres, and i is situated in the northeast part of South Carolina in the
coastal plains region. Florence County has a gently rolling to level terrain, and resides between
25 and 150 fe=t above sea level. The City of Florence, the highest point in the County, is situated
150 fest zbove sea level, as opposed tc the flood zones, which are located 25 feet 2bove. The

4




Florence County/Municipal Comprehensive Plan

majority of the County is an average of 70 feet above sea level and is drained by the tributaries of
the Great Pee Dee and Lynches Rivers {internet 13}

PRIME AGRICULTURE & FOREST LAND

FOREST LAND

Florence County woodlands can be divided into two types of vegetative communities. upland
vegetation and lowland forest areas. The upland forest has both coniferous (cone bearing) and
daciduous (shedding leaves annually) forests. This area is known {0 have ample pines and broad
leaf tree species that tower across the landscape. The types of trees in the uptand area can
include: oaks, swast gums, and hickories. At the base of the large__r trees is an assortment of
thick understory, including smalier trees, shrubs and vines sich as blackberry and muscadine
grape. The lowland forest areas, which are located within the flood pEam of the Great Pee Dee
and Lynches Rivers, include trees such as bald cypress, gum, sycamars; ‘water hickory, lowland
naks, soft maples, willows, and others. The understory is similar to the understory of the upland

woodiands, but is also cleaner in flood prone areas.

Trees are a vital natural resources and one that must be conserved and protected;-' Trees have
many benefits to a community such as:

» reducing electricity bills by providing shade to homes and neighborhoods

« increasing property values, reducing storm water runoff and flooding possibilities

« enhancing wildlife and providing hab;tats for animals and other plants

» improving air quality by removing dust and. other pollutants such as czene, carbon
monoxide and sulfur dioxide from the air and producmg oxygen

« raducing the temperature by providing shade

» reducing glare and reflection £

s confributing to a more aesthetically pEeaslng community

Trees contribute greatly to a community which is why it is vital to enhance, conserve, and protect
the trees in Florence County. This concept will be discussed further in the Land Use Element.

AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES

Florence County has had mar"%y areas adapted for crop production and overall farm usage. Soill
types and their.characteristics, which will be discussed later, are important factors in the measure
of success realized in growing the variety of crops in Florence County. The table below
compares the farm_‘agreage of Flarence County with those of the neighboring counties.

THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY
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Florence County/Municipal Comprehensive Plan

Table 3-3 Farm Land for Florence and Surrounding Counties (2002}

COUNTY TOTAL LAND AREA OF COUNTY {ACRES) FARM LAND (ACRES) % FARM LAND
Florence 511494 171,388 33.51%
Clarendon | 388840 147,890 38.05%
Carlington 359,718 161,443 44 88%

i Dillon 259,123 112,262 43.32%
Lep 282,511 122,518 45 65%
Marion 313,024 §3,262 29.79%
Mariboro 307.021 114,963 37 .44%
Sumter 425 884 135,805 31.89%

| Willizmsburg 597,760 205,804 34.45%

Source: Naz‘ronal Agncu!fura! Stalistic Service

As the table above indicates, Fiorence County has a relatsveiy tower percentage of farm land,
compared to other surrounding counties. At 33.5%, Florence ranks seventhiin the Pee Dee in its
percentage of farm fand. Only Sumter and Marion have lesser amounts of famm land at 31.88%
and 28.79% respectively. Lee County, which is primarily rural, has the largest: portion of farm
land at 46 65%. However, the table below provides further insight into how farming Is changing in
Florence and surrounding counties,

Table 3-4 Number & Size of Farms in 3C, Florence, & Neighboring Counties (1887 & 2002)

| COUNTY # OF FARMS (1997) | AVERAGE SIZE (1997) | # OF FARMS (2002) | AVERAGE SIZE (2002)

" South Carolina 25,807 193 'acres i 24,541 187 acres N
Fiorence 762 235 acres 612 280 acres |
Clarendon 365 407 acres . 390 319 acres
Dariington 433 382 acres.vi 361 447 acres
Dillon 228 415 acresi’ 187 570 acres N
Lee 267 485 acres+i, 324 378 acres
Marion 240 347 acres 213 438 acres
Marlboro 212 564 acres 222 518 acres
Sumter 501 296 acres 537 253 acres ]

| Williamsburg 740 272 acres 681 302 acres

Source: SC Statistical Abstract, 2008

As illustraied in the table above, in 2002 Florence County has 612 individual farms, at an average
size of 280 acres. Of the Pee Dee Counties, only Willamsburg has more farms than Florence
with 681, Dillon County represents the Pee Dee County with the largest average size farm at 570
acres. Basad on the above table, between 1997 and 2002 the number of farms in Florence
County decrezsed, but the size of the remaining farms increased. Se, while Florence lost a
number of farms over this time period, the County also gained acreage on remaining farms. Of
the 612 farms, 4684 were iess then 219 acres. This may be an indication of an emergence of part-
time or hobby farmers that operate farms under the notion that the farm will not be & primary
source of income. Often timas, hobby farmers operate farms as & side job. Farms in Florence
County represent 2.5% of all farms in the state. Statewide, Anderscn tops this list, with 6.7% of
all farms in South Carclina located in their county. Moreover, McCormick County has the fewest
farms in the state, representing only 0.4% of the total. Of the Pee Dee Counties, Florence ranks
fifth in the market value of agricuitural products soid, at thirty-five millicn dollars per year. The
maijority of the thirty-five million dollars of agricultural products scld in Flerence County is
produced by the farms in the county that are over 219 acres in size. From the table below, you
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can see that 148 farms are larger than 215 acres. The farms in Florence, large and smali,
produce a variety of crops, including cotton, soybeans, hay, tobacce, grain comn, and grain wheat.

Table 3-5 Size and Number of Farms, Florence County (1997 & 2002)
SIZE OF FARM (ACRES) NUMBER OF FARMS (2002)
1-49 ACRES 228
5C - 68 ACRES 100
100 - 219 ACRES 138
220 -495 ACRES B4
500 + ACRES 24

Source; National Agricuitural Statistic Service

In regards to tota!l farm acreage, Florence County's total has decreased approximately 24%
between 1987 and 2002, Changes in farmiand resources have also occurred over recent periods
of time. Significant changes in the amount of farmiand in the County may be indicative of changes
in community priorities or due to development activities and increased competition in other
econermic markets. The table below indicates the changes in farms in Florence County between
15987 and 2002, ’

Table 3-8 Florence County Changes in Number and Acreé{g’é of Farms (1887-2002)

| | # OF FARMS | LAND INFARMS | TOTAL CROPLAND TOTAL CROPLAND

14987 926 208,558 acres 891 farms 136 465 acres
1992 781 184,822 acres 7585 farms 131,812 acres

| 1997 515 168,600 acres 579 farms 114,479 acres

12002 612 171,388 acres 532 farms. 103,575 acres

i 15 year change -314 . 45,.-38,300 acres -35% farms -32,889 acres

Source: Naticnal Agricultural Statistic Service

While agriculture is visible across Florence County, certain areas, such as locations of prime
farmiand, are better smted for this:usé. Prime farmland is land that has the best combination of
physical and chemical characterf_gtlcs for. producing food, feed, forage, fiber, and oilseed crops. |If
treated and managed according: “to acceptable farmmg methods, prime farmland can produce
large amounts of crops. Not.only is prime farmiand ideal for farming and crop production, but it
can easily be converied and used:for development. Often times, prime farmiand is converted for
development purposes when it is lscated in close proximity fo urban areas. Between 1882 and
1997, 86,200 acres of prime farmlapd in South Carclina was converted to developed land.
Furthermore, of the land developed durmg those years, 23 8% was prime farmiand. If Florence
County desires to protect prime farmland from development in the future, this can be

accomplished through zoning ard conservation easements.

Land that does not meet the criteria for prime may be considered farmland of statewide
importance. The criteria for defining farmland of statewide importance are determinad by the
appropriate sfate and local agencies in cooperation with the US Depariment of Agriculture
(USBA}. Farmiand of statewide importance includes land areas where the soils do not meet the
requirements for prime farmiand, but are still highly productive.  Farmiand of statewide
impertance may include tracts of land that have been designated for agriculture by State law.
This type of farmiand can preduce a high yield of crops if treated and managed properly. In
addition, 1t can be expensive (o convert back into quality cropland once developed. The following
map shows the location of prime farmland and farmiand of statewide importance in Florance.
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Figure 3-1 Florence County Farmland

Frma Fanmiand
Fatmiand of Stalewads Impartance

Not Frimi Faersdand

Prrare Fanmdand § Draned

Map courtesy of the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources

SOIL TYPES::

Soil types play a crucna1 role in determining agricultural, industrial, recreational, and wildlife
composition. Throughout Florence County, there are a variety of uses for the wide range of soils.
Soil types"'cansndered opt:maﬁ for agricultural use are also considered good for residential,
commercial, and industrial uses, The following is a brief summary of some of the soil types found
in Forence County The mformatnon in this section was taken from the Natural Resource
Conservation Serwce (NRGS} webhsite {Internet 2). The table and map below, which can and
should facilitate iand use pianmng iist the soil types in Florence County.

THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY

Cpd

!



Florence County/Municipal Comprehensive Pian

Figure 3-2 Florence County Soil Types

Source: Natural Rescurce Conservation Service (Internet 2)
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Table 3-7 Fiorence County Soil Types
SOIL TYPE ACRES COMMON CROPS
Baih Loamy Sand (Ha) 2813 n/a
Brogdon Sand (Br) 1.074 nla
Cahaba Loamy Fine Sand (0-3% Slopes) (CaA) 5833 nfa
Canaba-Leaf Compiex {Ch) 3.645 n/a
Cape Fear Loam {Ce) 567 nia
Chastain-Chewacla-Congaree {Ch) 18,471 nfa
Chipley Loamy Sand {Cn) 4,090 Tohacco, cotton, com, soybean, oats
Coxville Fine Sandy Loam (Cv) 66.674 Cormn, soybeans, small grain, pasture grasses
Duplin Fine Sandy Loam (Dp) 20,402 Tobacco, cotion, corn, soybean, truck crops, small grain
Duplin and Exum Socils (0-2% Slopes) (DuA} 3222 n/a
Duplin and Exum Soils {2-6% Slopes) (CuB) 961 n/a
Exum Sandy Loam {Ex) 1.154 na
Facevilie Loamy Sand (D-2% Slopes) (FaA) 357 n/a
Facevile Loamy Sand (2-6% Siopes) (FaB) 256 nia
Facevile Loamy Sand (B-15% Slopes) (FaD) 42 nfa
Fuguay Sand (0-4% Slopes) (FuB} 2.204 n/a
Goldsboro Loamy Sand {Go) 46,306 Tobacco cotton, corn, soybeans, fruck crops, small gram
Hyde Loam (Hy) 357 : nfa
Johns Fine Sandy Loam {Jo) 6.917 nfa
Kalmia Loamy Sand (Ka) 1,798 n/a _
Kenansville Sand (0-4% Slopes) {(KeB) 1,642 n/a
{.akeland Sand (0-6% Slopes) {LaB) 22,096 Com peanuts, walermelons, soybeans
Lakeland Sand (8-15% Siopes) (Lal} 3.848 Coastal Berrnuda grass, bahia grass, sericea lespedeza
Lucy Sand {C-8% Slopes) (LuB) 1,442 nia
Lynchburg Sandy Loam {Ly) 78,523 Tobacco corn, soybeans, small grain B
Lynn Haven Sand (Lz) 448 ) n/a
Mine Pits and Dumps (Mp) P 419 n/a
Nodclk Loamy Sand (0-2% Slope) (NOA) 34,593 Cotton, corn, soybeans
Norfolk Loamy Sand (0-2% Slope) (NDA) 7,114 Cotton, corn, tobacco, soybeans, smail grain
i Olanta Loamy Sand (On) iy i 4 001 n/a
Orangeburg Loamy Sand (0-2% S?opes} (OrA) . 3 224 Cotion, tobacce, corn, soybeans ]
Qrangeburg Loamy Sand (2-8% Slopes) (OrBy--+ 51544 n/a
Orangeburg Loamy Sand (8-10% Slopes) (OrC) 100 n/a
Csier Loamy Sand {Os) 7.058 n/a
Pantego Loam (Pa} 12,546 n/a ]
Pocalla Sand (0-4% Slopes) (PIB) 1422 n/a
Rains Sandy Loam (Ra) 20,4867 Corn, soyheans, small grain, paslure grasses
Rimini Sand (Rs) 154 n/a
Rutlege Loamy Sand (Ru) 7.357 Gum trees, water-tolerant oak lrees, cypress, some pines
Sunsweet Loamy Fine Sand (6-10% Slopes) (SuC) 1,418 n/a
Sunsweet Loamy Fine Sand {10-25% Slopes) {Suk) 1.454 n/a
Urban Land-Coxville Norfolk Association (Ub) 4778 n/a
Varina Loamy Fine Sand (0-2% Slopes) (VaA) 1470 n/a
Varina Loamy Fine Sand (2-8% Slopes) (VaA)} 3.911 n/a
Water (W) 3.433 n/a
Wagram Sand {3-8% Slepes) (WgB) 30.263 | Cotton, tobacce, corn, soybeans, Bermuda & bahia grass
Wagram Sand {8-10% Slopes) (WgC) 2,834 n/a
Wagram Sand {10-15% Slopes) (WgD) 1,281 n/a
Wahee Fine Sandy Loam (Wh) 5,598 nla
Wehadkee-Chastain Asscciation {Wk) 11011 n/a
Wehadkee and Johnson Soil | 31822 n/a

Source: Natural Resource Conservation Servica (Internet 2)
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EROSION

In addition the many uses that can occur on various soit typs, there are also major concerns with
erosion of soils in Florence County. Soil erosion management is a widespread issue in both
Flerence and throughout South Carolina, and leads to many problems including the following:

« Filling of streams and {akes

e Reduction of cropland

s Damaging of fish and wildlife habitats

» Cingging of storm drainage systems

Increasing the costs associated with water treatmeant

Erpsion is 2 process in which soil particles are loosened from an originat resting area and
transported to another location. Although often a natural process and the result of wind, water
run-off, or other geologic means, ercsion can be increased by poer land use practices,
deforastation, overgrazing, unmanaged construction activity, and road- buﬂdmg However,
improved land use practices can reduce erosion through techrigues such as terrace-building and
tree planting. in order to reduce the amount of erosion caused by development; sites that have
soil types with minimal limitations regarding the intended use for the site are encouraged for
selection. Erosion mitigation methods would alse help to increase site stability and reduce the
negative effects on other areas in the County.

Additionally, by volume, sediment, matter thet has been deposited by some natural process such
as wind and water, is considered a major source: of water poliution. In order to attempt to
alleviate this growing problem, there are Severa! steps that. can be taken according to the NRCS
as follows: ' e .

Planners should pass ordinances in thelr commumtﬁes to controi erosion,
2. Plans should include standard practxces to reduce runoff and retain sois sediment on
site.
3. Developers should be required to prepare a soil and water conservation component to
any development that disturbs or adds fil dirt to the natural surface of the land.
4. The _watershed approach should be used in planning for soil and water conservation and
. -gtormwater management
5..Local planners should encourage the adoption of Best Management Practices (EMPs) to
" guide forestry, agriculture, and construction activities.
6. Planners shouid Lse'soéi survey information for making land use plans and decisions.
Furthermore builders and developers should consult a scil survey before commencing

any construction act_l_v_;_‘gles

ke

MINING

Seuth Carolina currentiy has approximately 540 active mining permits.  Sixteen of these permits
are active in Florence County. Of these 16 mines, 7 mine strictly sand, while the other 9 mins
both sand and clay. In 1974, the Scuth Caroling Mining Act was passed to ensure sl mined
fands would be returned to some useful purpose and for the protection of peaple and the
environmeant. This process is also known as the reclamation process. The reclamation process,
as well as the mine permitiing process, is overseen by the Mining and Reclamation Section of the
SC Department of Health and Environmental Control (SCDHEC). The basic objectives of
reclamation are to ensure public safety, establish vagetation for soil stability, and protection of

1
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adjacent areas. The regulations allow for recfamation such as iakes or ponds, grasslands,
woeodlands, croplands, parks or recreational areas, landfills or residential or commercial
development (internet 15}, The fable below provides a list of active mining permits in Florence

County, as well as the minerals mined and the reclamation practice.

Table 3-8 Flerence County Active Mining Permits
MINE NAME MINERALS MINED RECLAMATION PRACTICE
Anderson Pit Sand Top n/a
Asphalt Plant# 8 Sand Grasslands
Hayes Excavation SandiClay Lazke or Pond
Hayes Excavation {2) Sand/Clay Lake or Pond
Huggins Pit Sand Top n/a
J. Hayes Sand/Clay (rasslands
J. Hayes (2) Sand/Clay Grasslands
Jochnsonvite Plant Sand il ake or Pond
McCutcheon #2 Sand/Clay Grasslands, Lake or Pond
McCutcheon Mine Sand/Clay Grassiands
Mcl eitan Pit Sand Top nfa.
Poston Pit Sand/Clay Grasslands, Lake or Pond
Prestress Mine Sand Grasslands, Lake or Pond
R.E. Goodson Mine Sand/Clay Grassiand
Wildbird Run Mine Sand Top nia
Wildbird Run Mine (2) Sand Tep nia

Source: SC Department of Health and Environmental Control (SCDHEC)

THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY
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WATERSHEDS & WATER BODIES

A watershed is the land that water flows across or through on its way to a common stream, river,
or lake. Water that fliows across land is usually the result of rainfall, which generates stormwater
runoff.  Areas with high water tables also support sustained dry weather flows into iow-lying
areas such as ditches and creeks. Flows are also supported by groundwater emissions,

inciuding artesian springs.

Depending on the specific management need, a watershed can be defined broadly, such as the
drainage for an entire river or lake, or very narrowly, such as the drainage feeding just a small
craek or pond. The broadest spatial scale is termed a "basin” and the smallest, a "catchment”. In
South Carolina, eight basins have been defined (Map 1). Florence County, located west of the
highiighted County, Horry County, lies within two watersheds, the Lower Pee Dee and Lynches

River Watersheds.

Figure 3-3 Watershed of Eastern South Carolina
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Source: Waccamaw Watershed Academy, Coastal Carolina University
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WATER BODIES

Fiorence Couniy has over 138.000 acres covered by water. These water sources include rivers,
creeks, ponds, and streams. The map below shows the major water bodies in Florence County.

Figure 34 Fiorence County Water Bodies
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Map courtesy of the Florence County Planning Department

RIVER BASINS & WATERSHEDS

Two major river basin assessments wers completed in August 2007, by Natural Resource
Conservation Service (NRCS). These reports provide a comprehensive study and assessment
and can be accessed af; hitp//iwww.sc.nres.usda govlintranet/rapid watershed assessment himl

Watersheds and drainage basins are the parts of the land surface of Florence County that serve the
purpose of channeling rainwater to the two major rivers in the County: the Lynches River and the
Great Pee Dee River. The average annual rainfali for the County is 48 48 inches per year. Most of
this rainfall is used by plants, absorbed into the soil, or drained into basins and rivers {internet 1). A
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porticn of the rainfall is intercepted by plants and absorbed into the soil. The remaining water that is
not evaporated progresses through drainage basins to river channels.

The following information, taken from a report by the North Caroling Department of Environment
and Natura! Resources, details information about the Yadkin-Pee Dee River Basin: The Yadkin-
Pee Dee Basin is the northern portion of a large river system that drains central North Carciina
and northeastern South Carolina. The basin is divided inio four sub-basins. The headwaters of
the Yadkin River drain the eastern siope of the Blue Ridge Mountains, northeast of Blowing Rock.
In the upper part of the basin the Yadkin flows generally northeasterly for about 100 miles before
turning south. it continues siowing southeasterly and merges with the Uwharrie River east of
Albemarle fo form the Pee Dee River. The Rocky River flows into the"mainstream below Lake
Tilery. The Pee Dee continues flowing southeastward through South Cargiing, where 1t is Known
as the Great Pea Dee River, and flows into the Atiantic Ocean near Georgetown 5C {Internet 5).

Land in Florence County is influenced by two major rivers of the Pee Dee River basin and an
exlensive network of tributaries feeding into those rivers: ‘Interconnected WEthin the County are
aiso a number of branches, creeks, swamps and wetiands as indicated in the map above. These
areas serve vital functions refated to the County's; water supply, drainage, agr!oui tural activities,
and wildiffe habitat. Some of the tributaries of the. two rivers in. the County are ‘unnamed and
minor in terms of the water volume contributed into- Iarger streams, but they all | contribute to the
important surface water areas of the County. The list’ prowded in this section includes the rivers,
creaks, and most of the major branches feeding into the rlvers (1997 Comprehensive Plan).

Florence County is covered in its entirety by the Pee Dee RE' r-basin. However, there are three
sub-basins that operate within this larger basin to drain runcff from por*t:ons of the County. These
three sub-basins are descnbed as foliows: :

e Great Pee Dee River Subybasm This sub-basin drainage area covers the northeastam
portion between: Marion and Florence Counties, draining about 40% of the County’s land
area. The Clty of Florence and the Town of Quinby are both located within the Great Pee
Dee River Sub-pasin. .

+ Lynches River Sub-basin: This sub-basin drains the municipalities of Timmonsvilie,
Coward, Lake City? Scranion, Pamplico: and Johnsonville. Being located in the middle of
the County, the Lynches.iﬁwer Sub-basin covers about 55% of Florence County.

» Black River Sub-basin: Although the Black River does not flow through any portion of
Florence County, part of its sub-basin can be found in the County. Black River is in
Williamsburg County just to the south of Florence County.  About 5% of Florence
County’'s southwestern edge is affected by the sub-basin of the Black River.

Issues involving river basins are primarily related to water run-off. Run-off can carry a variety of
pollutants, including petroleum products from spills, automobiles, and highways. Pesticides and
fertilizers, as well as chemical treatments for golf courses, can travel along the sub-basing in the
County. As mentioned earlier, sedimentation from erosion and contaminants can cause problems
for water-based recreational areas and natural scurces used for public water supplies. As part of
the mandate from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Scuth Caroiina
Department of Health and Environmental Control (SCDHEC), Florence County has adopted a
storm water managemsant plan that addresses various reguirements. Implementation of this plan
will not only allow Florence County to meet the Federal and State requirements, but also provide
opportunities for improving the water quality in the area

The following sactions provide listings and information about water resources in Florence. A map
of many of thase water features can be found in the map on page 12 of this document.

15

3%



Fiorence County/Municipal Comprahensive Plan

Rivers
= Great Pee Dee River: This River forms the eastern border of Florence County and runs
in a southeastern direction. This is the larger of the two rivers associated with the County
and has a drainage area over mast of the northeast portion of Florence County.
» Lynches River Lynches River enters the County on the west near Cartersvilie and runs
through the middle and southeast parts of the County. Its boundanes merge with the
Great Pee Dee River in the southeastern corner of the County.

Lakes and Ponds
+ Forest Lake: Located off of West Paimetto Street
» Lazar Lake: Situated between Second Loop Road and Jeffries Creek
« Lynches Lake: Located betwesn Lake City and Jehnsonville
¢ Lake Oakdale: Located northwest of Interstate 95 in the Oakdale community
« Freedom Fiorence Pond. Located off of SC 51 near Jefferies Creek
+« MeclLeod Park Pond: Located off of US 76 at David Mcleod Park
« Muldrows Mill Pond: Located south of the Gity of Fiorence near US 52.

Woetlands and Swamps o :
VWetlands cover a large part of Florence County ' These areas create a number of outdoor
activities including fishing, hunting, boating, wildlife ‘observation, natural studies, swimming,
camping, and hiking, According to the Environmental Drote&t;on Agency (EPA), "Iniand wetlands
are mest common on floodplains aleng rivers and streams, in isolated depressions surrounded by
dry land, along the margins of izkes and ponds, and in other low-lying areas where the
ufoundwater intercepts the soil surface or where precipitation” sufﬂcsentfy saturates the soil”
Florence County wetlands may. include marshes and wet meadows with herbaceous plants,
swamps dominated by shrubs, and:wooded swamps with trees as described by the EPA. These
areas are abundant in undisturbed p}ant and animal life with some of the species found being rare

and endangered, wh|ch will later be dlscussed {Internet 6).

» Back Swamp: Traces a portion of the northern County line abutting Darlington County

« Big Swamp: Runs paralle! with 2 portioh of SC 51 near the Pamplico area

« Deep Hole Swamp: Located in Cartersville

= Douglas Swamp: Located in the Motts area, southwest of Olanta

+« Lake Swamp: Situated between Timmonsviile and Effingham

« Llittle Swamp: Located near the Pee Dee River in the southeastern part of the County

s Long Branch Swamp: Runs along the southern portion of the County line and borders
Williamsburg County

¢ Middle Swamp: Located southwest of the City of Florence

« Polk Swamp: Located in the northeast part of Fierence County

e Sparrow Swamp: Situated south of Timmaonsville

» Spow’s Island: Located in the southeastern most tinp of the County near Johnsonville

Branches
s Alligator Branch: Located between US 52 and Savannah Grove Road

+« Barfields Old Mili Branch: Located northeast of Pamplico

s Bay Branch: Locaiad in the Cartersville Township, weast of Timmonsville
« Big Branch Located near Danwood

« Bigham Branch: L.ocated north of Pampiico

18
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« Boggy Branch: Located in the northeast part of County
» Bullock Branch: Located southeast of Pamplico

» Bushy Branch: Runs through Olanta and into Douglas Swamp, just south of Clanta
« Camp Branch: Runs along Highway 403, towards Lake City

« Cane Branch: Located in the north central part of County

» Claussen Branch: Located in the northeast part of County

s Gum Branch: Located cn Cane Branch Road

» Long Branch: Located in the northeast part of County

« McCall Branch: Located west of Evergreen

« Meadow Prong Branch: Located in Effingham. west of Savannah Grove Road

+ Middle Branch: Situated in the northarn part of County .=
« Mill Branch: Located on the eastern part of the County, north of Pamplico
« Mill Pond Branch: Located scuthwest of Pamplico
« Pole Cat Branch: Located near Lynch Cross Roads, west of Coward

« Two Mile Branch: Located west of Scranton {1997 Comprehens‘v Plan)

+ Adams Creek: Located in the northern part of County

+ Beaver Dam Creek: Located northwest of the City of Florence

» Black Creek: Located north of Quinby

= Clarks Creek: Marks a porticn of the southeastern County line

« Cypress Creek: Located near Evergreen

« Deep Creek: Located north of Johnsonville.

« High Hill Creek: Located betwee'm'Coward and Scranton

» Jeffries Creek: Runs through the: northern _por’[._ of the County from the Darlington
Cecunty line in the west to the Pee Deé n the east:¥

= Muddy Creek: Runs along the southerﬂ portion of the County line near Johnsonvilie

»  Willow Creek: Located near Evergreen’ (1997 Comprehensive Plan)

Carolina Bays L
While many_of the natural resources in Florence County are clearly identifiable and

understandable there is one natural phenomenon that has varying explanations for how they
came to emst The follow ing information is taken from a brochure from US Fisheries and Wildlife
to assast n explamang thiS resource. Carolina bays are small wetland depressions wh;ch are

the oval is aiways oriented noz’chwest to southeast. These weilands occur only in the coastal plain
regions of North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia and vary in size from cne acre to
thousands of acres. The ongn of Carolina bays is a mystery. Some theories include; meteor
showers, ocean currents, and sinkholes, but each theory has at least one flaw to disprove it.
There are several’ daﬁerent Vegetatlve structures found in Carolina bays based on the depression
depth, size, hydrology: _and subsurface. The map below shows Woods Bay located in Florence

County, near Olanta.

The map below shows Woods Bay located in Florence County, near Clanta. Woods Bay consists
of 1,580 acres including marsh, sand hills, oak hickory forest and a shrub beg. More than 75
species of mammals, reptiies and amphibians are found here, along with more than 150 species
of birds. Woods Bay State Natural Area offers a close-up look at one of the last remaining large
Carolina Bays on the Atlantic Coastal Plain.
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Kingsburg Bay has a very unigue Carolina Bay in Kingsburg, Lower Fiorence County thatis baing
exiznsively studied for its unique piant and animal communities.

Figure 3-5 Carolina Bay

Some bays are predominately open water areas with large scattered pond cypress frees, while
others are very thick, shrubby areas. A hsf of the bays in the County is given below. There are

» Carolina Bay: Located southwest p:j ion of County

» Cox Bay: Located sout gast of New Hope

+ Cypress Bay: l.ocated neaf Highway 46 clese to the Evergreen Coemmunity

s Dials Bay: Lccated near nghway 51 clase to the Evergreen Community

« Green Bay: Situated on the east side of Florence County, south of Highway 76

« Green Spring Bay: Located near the Evergreen Community

+ Gregg Bay: Located southwest of Evergreen near Highway 148

« Kingshurg Bay: On Chinaberry Road

» Maple Bay: Located near the Evergreen Community

»  Miil Bay: Located north of Lake City

« Morris Bay: Located near the Effingham Community

¢ Sand Hill Bay: Situated near Effingham

s Tans Bay: Located off Highway 35 (John Paul Jones Road) near Perkins Crossroads
o Turner Bay: Located near Highway 146 near the Evergrean Community

« Whites Bay: Located near Highway 301, southwest of Cusaac's Crossroads

«  Woods Bay: Located south on Highway 58 toward Shiloh, Woods Bay Rd{Hwy 48}

18
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SURFACE WATER QUALITY

In 1972 Congress enacted the Ciean Water Act ("CWA" or “the Act’} "to restore and maintain the
chemical, physical, and biological integrity of the Nation's waters” so as to support "the protection
and propagation of fish, shellfish, and wildlife and recreation in and on the water. "SC DHEC has
bean delegated as the authority to implement the provisions of the CWA through S.C. Regulation
81-68, Water Classifications and Standards and S.C. Regulation 51-89, Classified Waters.
Regulation 61-88 establishes water classifications based on designated uses {DUs) tied to water

guality standards and criteria.

By federal law, the waters classified for regulation under the Clean Water Act are those defined
as all the "waters of the United States” (33 CFR Part 328). These generally incluce all natural
surface waters inciuding some wetiands. A complete list of water bodies and their specific
classification can be found in S.C. Regulation 51-68, Classifiad Walers.

The types of classified waters in Florence County are fisted below along with their designated
uses (DU). Examples of the most imporiant DUs arei (1) supports recreational activity, (2)
suppors aquatic life, (3) drinking water source. For each clessification, a set of water quality
standards and criteria exist. Failure to maintain these standards is taken as evidence of lack of
sttainment of designated use. SC DHEC is charged, with monifaring compliance with the water
quality standards. It is the intent and purpose of the regulations that waters that meet the
standards shall be maintained and waters that do_not ‘meet the standards shall be improved
(SCDHEC, State of South Carolina integrated Report:for 2004, Part Il.  Assessment and

Reporting, 2004).

. Class. ORW, or "outstanding rescurce waters”, is freshwater of saltwater which constitute an
outstanding recreational cological resource, or those freshwaters suitable as a source for
drinking water supply pu es: with treatment levels specified by the Department.

» Class FW, or "fresh_y&_ét'ér“t is water suitable for primary and secondary contact recreation and
as a source for drinking water supply, after conventional treatment. These waters are also
suitable for fishing, and the survival and propagation of a balanced indigenous aguatic
community of fauna and fiora; This class is also suitable for industrial and agricultural uses.

Every two years, SCDHEC is required to report, which waterbodies fail to meet water guality
standards and hence are not attaining their designated uses. This is referred to as the 303(d) list
of impaired waterbodies. The 2004'and 2006 lists for waters and sediment in Florence County is
provided in Table 3-3. It is based on samples collected between 2000 and 2004. Sites are fisted
by water or sediment quality criteria that have been violated, such as adequate dissolved oxygen,
or excessively high turbidity, fecal coliform, heavy metals or pesticides.

It is important to note that the 2006 sampling periods, 2000 — 2004 included years during which
Ficrence County was in a period of severe drought, i.e,, 1899 - 2002. Higher rainfall would be
expectad to result in lower water quality due to poliution from stormwater runoff.

The following are abbreviations for uses which support a particular activity as determined by
SCEHEC: AlL- Aguatic Life Use

REC-Recreational Use/Swimming

FiSH-Fish Consumption
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PD-230 Middle Swamp @ SC 51 3.5 mi. SSE of Florence [Florence |[AL DO
FD-230 Middle Swamp @ SC 51 3.5 mi. SSE of Flerence [Florence IREC |FC
FD-065 Gulley Branch @ 3-21-13 Timrod Park Florence AL BIO
PD-256 Jeffries Creek @ S-21-112 4 8 mi. W of Florence [Florence AL DO
PD-258 Jeffries Creek @ $-21-112 4.8 mi. W of Florence Florence REC FC
PD-167 Willow Creek @ S-21-57 Florence REC |FC
~0-630 Willow Creek @ SC 327 Ficrence AL BIO
FD-231 Jeffries Creek UN# RD 3.3 mi ESE of Ciaussen Fiorence AL |CU
PD-622 Great Pee Dea River @ Dewitt Bluff “:Florence Fish HG
PD-078 iGreat Pee Dee River @ Poston Ellisons v’ Florence Fish HG
MD-662 Great Pee Dee River @ Bostick Florence [Fish [HG
FD-623 Biack Creek @ SC 327 [Fiorence Fish HG

Source. SCDHEC, 303 (d) List of impaired Waferbodies 2006

htins e sedhec. covienvironmentavater - docs/06 303d pdf

“0h THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY
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Water Quality indicators used in Table 3-8 are provided below:

Table 3-10 Common Water Quality Indicators
Paramet 18
Dissolved Oxygen DO Essential for the survival of aguatic organisms. if
the amount of oxygen dissolved in waterialls below
fthe minimum requirements for survival, aguatic
prganisms may die. Poliution also can causg
declines in DO. Decreasing DO is a negative water|
| quality indicator of aguatic life.
Turbidity TURB Turbidity is an expression of the scattering and
‘absorption of light through water. The presence of
ciay, silt, fine organic and inorganic matter, soluble
colored organic compounds, and plankton and
other microscopic organisms increases turbidity.
Increasing:: turpidty can be an indicaton of
increased runoff from land and is a negative water,
quality. indicator.
Hzavy Melals CuU, ZN, Ni These metals are toxic to aquatic ife. They arel
introdliced, into natural waters by runoff from roads,
as they ‘metals are common components of
autcmcebiles'and gascline.
Macro-Invertebrates BIO The abundance apd diversity of the native macro
invertebrates is “used as a biotic indicator of
ecosystem heaith.  High abundance and diversity]
indicate water guality and habitat are in excelient
condition. The use of this indicator requires
R B3 knowledge of “natural’ abundance and diversity.
Fecal Coliform Bacteria BACT 3 Caliform bacteria are present in the digestive tract
=nd fecas of all warm-blooded animals. Their
injpresence indicates that surface waters may contain
“lpathogenic microbes.  Comelations have been
shown between fecal-coliform  numbers in
recreational and drinking waters and the risk of
agverse health effects. Increasing bacteria levels
is a negative water quality indicator for recreational
use ]

Source: SCDHEC, Watershed Water Quality Report, Pee Dee Basin, 2000

Since 1978, SC DHEC has been maonitoring fish for poliutants
(http /iwww . scdhec. govienvironmentwater/fishiindex.htm}.  Most of the fish sampling sites in
Fiorence County have been continuously 303({d}-listed for mercury contamination. This has fead
to the posting of fish consumption adviscries (Table 3-12). For reasons not understood, the
mercury concentrations in fish from the Pee Dee are the highest in the State.

THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTICNALLY
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the 2008 303(d) List for Mercury C

E BLACK CREEK @ SC 327 PD-623
: GREAT PEE DEE RIVER '@ HWY 376 PD-076
GREAT PEE DEE RIVER @@ DEWITTS LANDING | PD-622
GREAT PEE DEE RIVER '@ BOSTICK L PD- 662
|

SCDHEC protects public health by issuing fish consumption advisories based on their 303(d) list:
https:/fwww scdhec govienvironment/water/docs/06 303d pdf

The 2007 Fish Consumption Advisories are provided in the_‘foHowing table.

Table 3-12 2007 Fish Consumption Advisories

Great  Pee  Des All Gther Fish 1 meal a month
River

Bowfn (Mudish) | DO NOT EAT ANY
From NC/SC State -

Line to the Great Pea | Chain Pickerel?
Dee River '

DO NOT EAT ANY

Flathead Catish ~ | DO NOT EAT ANY

Largemouth Bass DO NOT EAT ANY

Black Crappie 1 meal 2 week
] +|'Biue Caffish 1 meal 2 week
= From the NC/5C State Bluegi T

Ciline to U Hwy 17

—

Channei Catfish meal a week

Redear Sunfish 1 meal a wesk
Warmouth 1 meal a week
-'-me the NC/SC State Chain Pickeral 1 meal a month
Ling to U8 Hwy 17 g Ridnen) DO NOT EAT ANY

{ argemouth Bass DO NOT EAT ANY

Source: SCLOHEC (httpiwww. scdhec.netenvironment/waterfish/advisones.hitm)
https./Avww. sedhec govienvircnmentiwater/iocs/06 303d pdf

22

L



Florence County/Municipal Comprehensive Flan

Section 303 of the Clean Water Act also established the principle of the tofal maximum daily load
{TMDL) as a means of reducing water poliution in Impaired waters. A TMDL is a calculation of
the maximum amount of 2 poliutant that a waterbody can receive and stili mest water quality
standards. It is the sum of the allcwable loads of a single poliutant from all confributing point and
nonpoint sources and inciudes a margin of safety and consideration of seasonal variations

{SCDHECH

Sites on the 303{d) list are required by the CWA {0 deveiop a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL).
This s a pollution source budget that identifies the loading reductions required o enable the
receiving waters to attain water quality standards. A TMDL for dissolved oxygen was approved in
1998 for the Great Pee Dee River. This was required for approval.of NPDES discharge permits
for the sewage treatment plants. SC DHEC has set target dates for deveéopmem of the remaining
TMELs. At this time, implementation of the TMDLs 15 strictly vo!untary with financial incentives
avaiiable through US EPA 319 grant funding  This voluntary statUs'is subject to change as a
new reguiatory program is expected to increase ocal responsibilities for insuring improved water
quahty in stormwater runoff (National Pollution Discharge Elimination Sys{e_n_f} (NPDES) Phase i
Stormwater Program for Small Municipal Separate Storm Sawer Systems (SM34s)).

Approved Total Maximum Dally Load:

TMDL DBocument Number of Stations  Parameter of Concern Status
Pee Dee Basin 3 Fecal Coliform Completed and Approved

Approved and Implementing

Thompson Creek 2 .Fecal Coliform

Regulatory monitoring associated with the'CWA‘" has been conducted by SCDHEC. This
monitoring is done on a watershed basis. Due fo financial limitations, sampling efforts are
concentrated on a rotating basis amongst the EIth basins in South Carofina such that each basin
is studied at least once every . five {8) years {SCDHEC, URL:
htzp://www_scdhec.nat/environment/water/shed/progu_htm)

The last.intersive study of the Pee Dee and Coastal basins was conducted in 2003 and the next
is scheduied for 2008 Dur:ng the off years, only twe s;tes are sampled once a month Detailed

five (5} ye (SCDHEC, URL http:/Awww. scdhec net/eqgc/admin/htmleqecpubs himBtwatershed).

The last was pubfished in 2000 The 200% report is still pending due to a swilch over in data
organization and:; computer. hardware. Upsiream, North Carolina’s Department of Natural
Resources, conduct a sj| 'lar monitoring program.

GCther monitoring efforts include continuous water quality and quantity sensors maintained by the
USGS. This data collection supported the development of the DO TMDL.  As indicated in Table
3-8 at least two sites covered by this TMDL continue to experience declining DO (dissolved
oxygen) and show no improvement. Since severs cuts were made to permitted discharges from
the sewage treatment plants, the continuing decline in water quality is attributed to an increase in
stormwater runoff. This source of oxygen demand was not explicitly included in the DO TMDL
and hence ig not currently being monitored or controlled.

To support the increased demands of the new NPDES Phase I Stormwater Program, Florence
County ts now directly linked to the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) to maintain continuous water
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quality and quantity sensors in Lynches River. The data from these sensors is made available in
realtime o the public through the USGS website (htip//waterdaia usgs gov/scinwisif).

Wetlands

Wetlands are those areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a
freguency and duration sufficient to support, and under normal circumstances do support, a
prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soils {EPA- ACOE, Wetland
Definttion). Wetlands are essential components of the landscape of Florence County.  Their
functions are multiple and diverse and include:

» Critical breeding, nesting, and feeding habitats for many species of waterfowl, mammals, and
reptites

« Water qualty protection and enhancement by mederating surface runcff, recharging
groundwater supplies, and frapping and removing: sediments, nutrients, and chemical
poliutants ' .

»  Spawning and nursery grounds for many commercial fish and shelifish species

» Flood hazard reduction by reducing the vei'omty of ﬂow ng water, absorbing and slowly
releasing floodwaters, thereby lowering flood p@aks &

¢ Recreational opportunities for bird watchers, hunter

_c_a_mo‘elsts, anglers, and others,

There are about 4 5 million acres of wetlands in South Camima about 23.4 percent of the state's
land surface. Only four states ~ Alaska, Florida, Louisiana arzd Maine have a higher percentage
of wetlands than Scuth Carclina (SCDHEC The Facts on We;l_ands) Flaorence County is
approximately 44% wetlands (Tiner et al, 2002). As shown in Figﬁre 3-6, wetlands are a major
feature of the landscape:ini:our county. Historically, the value of wetlands has been
misunderstood, resuitmg in the deStructxon of more than 50 percent of the United States’ naturally
sccurring wetlands. inthe past two decades 84 percent of wetlands losses have occurred in the

southeastern United _St tes

The last Wetllands | mfentory for Fiorenc V County was done in 1993. One goal is to have a current
wetlands inveniory done for the» entire County inthe next five years showing remaining isolated
wetlands, wetlands placed in‘mitigation
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Figure 3-8 Florence County Wetland Inventory

Source: U S, Fish and Wildlife Service

Since the enactment of the Federal Clean Water Act, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has
issued permits to discharge material into waters of the United States, which includes wetlands
(404 Ceriification). Asithe lead agency permitting activities in wetlands, the Corps determines
what are'as are wetlands: and subject to federal regulations. Many states have a wetland
T This leaves
several ’Eypes of activities in 'wetlands unreguiated mciudmg dlscharge of uﬂtreated stormwater
into wetlands, ditching to dram wetlands, and exempted activities such as silvicufture (fisheries).

in South Caroima several s te programs that regulate activities in wetlands areas are tied {o the
Federal perm;mng program. The SCDHEC's Bureau of Water must issue a water quality
certification for every federal permit that allows a discharge to state waters, including wetlands
{401 Certification). SC_DHECS Office of Ocean and Coastal Rescurce Management (OCRM)
must certify that any federal action in the coastal zone is consistent with state's coastal zone
management plan. Activities in tidal wetlands require a permit from OCRM {Wetlands and Their
importance, DHEC). As of 2007, Florence County has no wetland mitigation banks.

Carolina bays are isolated wetlands in natural shallow, elliptical, depressions that are largely fed
by rain and shallow groundwater. Researchers belisve Caroling bays are 30,000 to 100,000
yaars old, yet scientisis are not cartain of thel origins.  They are found primarily in North and
Scuth Carolina and Georgia but range from Florida to Delaware. They fill with rainwater during
winter and soring and dry during summer months. When left in an unaitered condition, these
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bays are generally considered to be an isolated, freshwater wetland. The bays provide many of
the values associated with wetlands including stormwater storage, water quality enhancement,
and habitat for many wildiife species. Each bay may range in size of less than one acre to more

nan 1,000 acres. Only 10% of the original bays remain. More than 87% of the Carclina bays
once found in South Caroiina have been destroyed ar severely altered (University of Georgia,

Carolinag Bays Fact Sheat).

The Natural Rescurce Conservation Services {NRCS) Wetland Reserve Program (WRP)
provides cost-share to landowners to protect these wetland areas. The impact of this successful
project has helpad other counties restore and mitigate for the loss of wetlands. One possibie goal
for Ficrence County is to identify these special areas and to work: ciosely with NRCS and
fandowners to place these areas in Wetland Reserve Programs for pro‘fectaon

The City of Florence has implemented a special conservatxorx_f_reserverprogram for setting aside
sensitive areas of wetlands and open space for protection. In addition they have implemented a
Jeffries Creek Overlay Ordinance that that protects 30 feet of the nparlaﬂ buffer adjacent to

Jeffries Creek in the city.

FLOODPLAINS

Florence County has 22 % of total land area composed of 100 year flood plain. Floodplains
perform important natural functions including:

= Temporary storage of floodwaters

« Moderation of peak flows

« Maintenance of water quality

« Groundwater recharge

» [rosion prevention

+ Wildlife habitat

« Recraational opporiunities.

FLOOD HAZARD AREAS

are prone to rising waters’ - The flood hazard areas of Florence County are classified either by the
100 year Flood Zone area orthe 500 year Flood Zone area. The 100 year Flood Zone is defined
as an area having 2 1% chance of being inundated with floodwaters in any given year, Other
terms used for this area are.'base-flood” or “1% chance fiood." The 500 year Flood Zone is
defined as an aréa of moderate flood hazard. (SCDNR, Regulations for Floodplain Management).

To put this into perspect ve; ‘a home, for example, that lies in a flood hazard area may have a
06% chance of expeﬂeﬂcmg scme form of flood damage during the term of a typical 30-year

mortgage (Internet 16).::

The floodway of a body of water is the area that carries the most significant amount of floodwater
during a flood. Therefore, these areas are likely to have the deepest and fastest water.
Floodways must be kept cpen and free of obstructions to allow floodwaters to move downstream
and not be diverted onto other properties. Placing fill or buildings in a floodway may block the
flow of water and increase fiood heights. Although the FEMA National Flood Insurancs Program
(NFiP) does allow development in these areas as long as it does not obstruct water flow,
Florance County should still be cognizant of limiting development in the floodways.
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With the many waterways and tributaries in and around Florence County, there are fiood hazard
areas in nearly every part of the County. In the northern part of the County, where the borders of
Darlington, Dilion, and Marlboro counties ars located, there is an extansive flood hazard area
connected with the waters of the Pee Dee River and Black Creak. On the northwest side of the
County, Jeffries Creek and several other swamps enter the County. These tributaries all nhave
flood hazard arezs associated with the fand adjacent to their banks. Most of the southeastemn
porfion of the County and the entire eastern borders abutting Marion County are within the flood
hazard area associated with the Pee Dse River. Lynches River also has an extensive flood
hazard area on the western side of the County, which forms part of the border with Lee and
Sumter counties. The flood hazard area of the Lynches River continues through the County
following the fioodway of the river down through the Johnsonville area, where the Lynches and
Pee Dee Rivers meet. The map below is a visual display of this informaticn.

Figure 3-7  Florence County Flood Zones

Map courtesy of the Florence County Planning Department

In Florenca County, flooding may naturally occur. However, development can also affect the
levels of floods. According to an article in the July 2006 edition of Planning, land development
can dramatically alter hydrology. On an undeveloped site, precipitation can either soak into the
ground by infiltration to be used by existing vagetation or return {o the atmosphere through
evapcration. When new housas are built, natural landscapes are converted to lawns, surfaces
are paved for parking lots, and other forms of impervious cover are introduced. As z resul
infiltration and evaporation rates decrease and the amount of surface rurioff incraases. The same
amount of rainfall may cause mere surface runoff and more flooding after development than
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before” {Meenar, Duffy, & Bari). To help with this, Florence County currently has 2 fiood damage
control ordinance and alsoc participates in the National Flood Insurance Program. All regufations
for these items are currently administered by the Florence County Planning Department,

The National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) requires participating counties and towns, to issue
permits for construction in the 100-year floodplain. | state and federal permits are required,
development may not begin until all necessary permits are issued. Proposed develcpment must
not increase flooding or create a dangerous situation during flooding, especially for adjacent or
nearby property owners. Structures must be built to minimize damage during flooding (SCONR,
Regulations for Fioodplain Management).

In 1998, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) designated the City of Florence as
the first Project impact Community in South Carolina. A Hazard Evaluation Plan was the first step
in determining the risks in the Florence area. Several committees invelving both the private and
public sectors have addressed these risks and deveioped.the following mitigaticn actions.

Hurricane Awareness dispiays at Lowe Home Improvement stores and other
local events e
Empioyee Hazard Awareness eveﬂts atlocal rndustraes and businesses.

o Hurricane Hunter exhibit at Florence ai irport in cooperation with Florence County
Emergency Preparedness Netional Weather Service and Pee Dee Electric
Cooperative

o Florence Area Household Hazardous Waste CoHectron Day, April 21, 2001

City of Florence Hazard Awareness .alendar 2001 drstrrbuted to over 13,000

households

Public notices regarding f!oo risks fl

actions.

[&]

O

oo

rance and suggested mitigation

Q

* For further Stormwater related information and NFEP minimums for building in flood zones, or to
obtain copies of the Stormwater Ordinance and Design Manuals, go to the Florence County
Government website at hitp//'www florenceco.org

THREATS TO NATURAL RESOURCES

WATER QUANTITY
in 1900 totai ‘water use was 430 bilion ma {(cubic meters) rn South Carolina. By 2000 is was
6,050 billion ma'which refiects 14 fold increase over the 20" century. Some regions are facing
severe problems due to scarcrty of water resources and b) poilution of natural waters. In 1800 the
relative water use was 81.4% for agriculture, 7.0% for industry, and 4.7 % for urban purposes. By
2000 the relative water_use was 56.7% for agricuiture, 31.7% for industry, and 3.7% for urban
purposes. (Kandratyev et al., 2003)

The per capita renewable fresh water supply is rapidly declining, especially in dry and hot
climates. There may be 1-3 billicn people experiencing water stress by 2025 {(Gardener-Outlaw

and Engleman 1957}

There is a wealth of published scientific data on meathods of iand development, ercsion control,
water quality management, and soil fertifity management. It is important to strengthen channels of
communication between scientists and policy makers so that valuable and credible scientific data
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and practical technology can be translated into simple language that policy makers can
understand and use fo implement constructive strategies for the future,

Intra-basin water withdrawals are currently not regulated by the state. With potential long term
water supply crisis facing South Carolina and our neighboring state and the present state of
MODERATE to SEVERE DROUGHT PHASE continuing across the state, g water conservation
and management plan should be addressed.

In recognition of declining groundwater levels and depletion of local aquifers 5.C. Department of
Health and Environmental Control has designated the Pee Dee region-as a Capacity Use Area.
Capacity Use Area designation, according to Title 49 Chapter 5 of the. South Carolina Cede of
Laws, requires that "groundwater resources of the state be put to beneﬁcxal use to the fullest
axtent to which they are capable, subject io reasonable regufation Un-order fo conserve and
profect these resources, prevent waste and to provide and mamtam CDnd.'f:‘OHS which are
conductive to the deveiopment and use of waler resources.” * :

Where large amounts of groundwater pumping has caused or will cause a prob{em such as
saltwater contamination of fower water levels in nearby wells, a Capacity Uss Area. may be
designated by DHEC. There are currently four Capacity Use Areas in South Caroling; the Low
Country, Trident, Waccamaw, and the Pee Dee (Darlington, Dilion, Florence, Marion). The
purpose is not to prevent the use of or limit access to the groundwater resource, but to ensure
that this important rescurce is available for everyone to use. Large users, such as industries or
water suppliers, who plan to pump mere thaﬂ 3.miliion galions a month must receive a permit and
report the amount withdrawn each year.” The Pee.Dee Capacity Use Area was designated in
2006. At this point, a large-scale switch w. adetduse of treated surface water as the primary
drinking water scurce for Florence County apacity Use program for groundwater withdrawals
covers only farge volume users.

In crder to more responsibly manage FEorence County’s groundwater resources, the county
should consider adopiing mechanisms, such as watershed management plans, which would
provide additional protection to designated critical 'Water rescurce areas, including selected
watersheds. Additional considerations could include land use, development and building
regulatlon revisions.to encourage water conservation.

Jarious amendments to the federal Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) provide for a
us on pollution 'prevention as an approach to protecting surface water and groundwater
supplzﬂs from pollution. “.The amendments require SCDHEC to provide Scurce Water
Assessments to federally defined public water supply systems. SCDHEC has now generated
assessment’ reports for ait. federa iy defined public water supply systems (SCDHEC, URL:
http:/Awww, scdhec net/envsronment/water/srcewtr htm).

Improving water use efﬁ ncy decreasing rionpeint source pollution, conserving soil and water
resources and restoring: degraded sofls and ecosystems are important strategies for enhancing
and improving supplies of fresh water resources. A County wide plan for water quantity/water

conservation should be a near term County goal.

WATER QUALITY

The primary threat to water quality in Fiorence County is from stormwater runoff and loss of
naturat fitration as a resuit of reduction of vegetated riparian buffers and wetlands.

Over the past several yzars, Florance County has experienced unprecedented growth. This
increased developmeant alters the surface of the land by replacing natural cover with rooftops,
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roads, parking iots, driveways and sidewalks. These hard surfaces are impermeable to rainfall
and are coliectively known as impervious cover (Center for Watershed Frotection).

Over 200 watershed studies have shown that impervious cover and the poliuted run off from that
imparvious cover can have a negative impact on the quality of our nation's aguatic resources.
Non-paint source poliution (NPS) is the technical term for polluted runoff. 1t occurs when water
flowing over the land picks up an array of contaminants, which find their way into our watenways,
either directly or through storm drain collection systems. The term non-point is used tc
distinguish this type of pollution from point source pollution, which comes from specific scurces
such as industrial facilities or sewage treatment plants. The Environmental Protection Agency
has estimated that NPS is ine single largest cause of the deterioration of our nation’s water
quality. Polluted runoff is largely the result of the way we develop, use and maintain our land.
(SCNEMO--Non-Point Education for Municipal Officials: www scsesgrant org/scnemofactsheets himh

When development occurs, the resultant alterations to. thé‘!aﬁd can iead to dramatic changes to
the hydrology, or the way water is transported and saored Impervicus man-made surfaces {roads,
driveways, rooftops) and compacted earth associated with development create a barrier to the

seepage of rainfall into the soil, thus increasing surface runoff and decreasing groundwater
infiltration. This disruption of the natural water cycle leads to a number of changes, including: 1)
increased volume and velocity of runeff 2} increased frequency and severity of floeding 3) peak
(storm) flows many times greater than in undisturbed eco-systems 4) loss of natural runoff
storage capacity in vegetation, wetlands and sail 5) reduced. ‘groundwater recharge 8} decreased
base flow, the groundwater contribution to stream flow. (impacts of Develop*nent on Waterways,

NEMO).

F‘QUTE‘?:B Natural Water Cycie

NEMO, Linking Land Use to Water Quality
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Figure 3-9 Development Impacts to the Water Cycle

“NEMO, Linking Land Use to Water Quality

Development results in more intensive land use and a related increase in the generation of
bollutants. Increased runoff serves o transport these. pollu’tants d:rectty into waterways, creating
nonpoint source potlution, or polluted runoff. Stormwater runoff i$ widely recognized by
environmenta! scientists and regulators as the’ smgle largest threat to water quality in the United
States (Impacis of Develapment on Waterways,” _No_npomt Educaticon for Municipal Officials

(NEMOY).

The hydrolegic, physical and ecological changes caused by development can have a dramatic
empact on;: the natural functlon of our watemays When mcreased pol%uton is added the
the mtéh'snify of dmvelopment in an area - as andlcated by the amount of impervious surfaces - and
the degree of degradation of its waterways These studies suggest that water quality begins o
degrade at impervious levais.of 12% to 15%, or at even lower levels for particularly sensitive

waters (lmpagts of Davei opmgzz}&t on Waterways, NEMO}.
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Figure 3-10 Analysis Between Water Quality and Impervious Surface

Relationship Between Percentage
Imperviousness and Water Quality

IMPACTED

WATERSHED IMPERVIOUSNESS
(%)

WATER QUALITY DEGRADATION ~ereip
Source: Adapted from Schueler, ef al, 1992

The figure above shows the refationsﬁ'ipk_.bétvveen impervious land coverage and water guality
systems provide drainage, aguatic habitat, and ;aﬁ"_degree of paollutant removal through natural
processing {Impacts of Deveiopment on Wa‘terwaya NEMO).

There are several widely accepted methods oﬁ. accommodate development in a way that
addresses stormwater runoff and its ﬂnwronmentai effect including low impact devalopment

technigues.

Low Impact Development (LiD) techniques provide.ways to simuitaneously incorporate economic
and environmental considerations into the land development process in order to keep the
pervicusness of the land as close to pre-construction levels as possible. This approach uses
Various p!aﬂmng and ‘design practices and technologies to simuitaneously conserve and protect
naturali resource systems: while reducing infrastructure costs. LID still afiows land to be
developed, but in 2 cost-effective manner that helps mitigate potential environmental impacts.
L1D is best suited for new, suburban deveiopment. Davelopers who have used LID practices and
technologies have indicated that one of the keys to a successful project is to invest additional
time and moneay in the initial p!anmng stages of deveiopment. While this idea may be unpcpular
because of increased uD-_f_r_Q_nt costs, the expenditures are often recouped in the form of rapid

home saies, enhanced_cqmmun;ty marketability, and highser lot vields {National Association of
Heme Builders, The Practice of Low impact Development, 2003}

Low Impact Development deals mainly in three major development iopics: stormwater
management, wastewater managemeant and circulation design. Low impact deveiopment storm
water management systems can reduce development costs through the reduction or elimination
of conventicnal storm water conveyance and coliection systems. LID systems can reduce the
need for paving, curb and gutter, piping, inlet structures, and storm water ponds by treating water
at its source instead of at the and of the pipe. However, deveiopers are not the only parties to
benefit from the use of LID storm water management techniques. Municipalities alse benefit in
the long term through reduced maintenance costs. When dealing with wastewater, the LID
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approach gives devalopers a variety of on-site wastewater treatment system options either as
alternatives or enhancements to conveniional septic systems. 1D designs for sireets,
sidewalks, and driveways can maintain the functions of circulation while heiping to reduce
expanses of impervicus surfaces that can alter local hydrology and degrade water quality. In turn,
new stre={ designs can influence the layout of ots and help to increase the volume of open space
in new rasidential developments. When coupled with narrower, open-section sireets, a weil-
designed strest layout can eliminate hundreds of square feet of impervious surface. Depending
on the dansity, location, and type of subdivision, different types of street layouts may easily lend
themselves {c a cluster arrangement, conserving natural features, maintaining open space, and
protecting water guality (National Association of Home Builders, The Practice of Low Impact

Development, 2003).
PLANT/ANIMAL HABITATS & ENDANGERED SPECIES

Within the many forested areas of Florence County are fﬁe habitats of 3 host of animal species
that make the County and the surrounding areas their home More specifically Florence County
has crow, rabbit, sguirref and even some waterfowl such as marsh hens and gailinules. Other
animal life found in the wooded areas of the Coun’iy include woodcock, smpe ducks, mergansers,

The importance of the varicus animal species among the c}unty s wildife population is essential
in the proper functioning of the entire bictic system in theiregion. Current knowledge of all the
interrelated relationships between individual species is llmated The presence of some wildlife
species helps to identify certain natural communities and’ plant life. The red cockaded
woodpecker and the longleaf pine/grassland piant community ‘are an example of community
identification by asscciation:with.the known habitat of the specific animal. This asscciation may
also be helpful m |dentsrymg dsrupt!ons in the natural habitat as the presence of such animal

the Florence Caounty region that have been placed on the
This informaticn was gathered from the South

Carclina Depar‘zment of Natural Resources
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Table 3-13 Endangered Plant & Animal Life: Florence County
SPECIES GLOBAL DEGREE OF STATE DEGREE OF
COMMON NAME | Groue ENGANGERMENT ENGANGERMENT LEGAL STATUS
Cecagia Leadplant Piant Very Rare or Restricted Unknown Of State Concern
Bluie Maiden-Cane Plant Apparently Secure Unknown Of State Concermn |

Black-Stem " \

Spleenwort Piant Demonstrably Secure Critical or Impariled Of State Concern
Narowieaf Sedge Plant Demanstrably Secure Unknawn Of State Concerm
Willdencw's Sedge Plant Demonstrably Secure Reported, but [ack_mg Of State Concemn

good documentation
Meadow Sedge Plant Demonstrably Secure ~Unknown Of State Concern
Cayaponia Plant Apparently secure - Unknown Of State Concemn
S eabirds and/or .
| Wading Birds Birds Unknown U{)hp_own Cf State Concern ]
Sou_theastem Plant Very Rare orlRestncted to Unkﬁéﬁln Of State Concern
Ticksead Demonstrably Secure i
Gravel Elimja Snails Apparently Secure Unknown =& Of State Concern
] . State Endangered as
Bald Eagle Birds Apparently Secure Imperiied 3 of June 28, 2007
lLoggerhead Shrike Birds Apparently Secure Rare or Uncommon Of State Concern
- . imperiled to Very
Boykin's Lobelia Plant Rare of Restricted Unknown Of State Concern
Clmbing Farn Plant Apparentiy Secure Critical to Imperiled Of State Concern
Carolina Bird-In-A- S
Nest Plant Rare or Restncted Unknown Of State Concern
| i Federal and State
Canby's Dropwort Plant Critical Endangered |
Red-Cockaded . . Federal and State
\Woodpecker Birds Very Rare or Rest cted imperiled Endangered |
Pickerel Frog Amphibian Demonstrably Secure LUnknown Of State Concern
Awned )
Meadowbeauty ____:_‘__Plan‘t Very Rare or Resmcted imperiled Of State Concern
May White Imperiled imperiled Cf State Concern

Horned Beakrusﬁ :

Apparently Secure

Reported, but lacking
good documentation

Of State Concemn

Tracy Beakrushi":z *. Plant . Apparently Secure Unknown Of State Concern
Stalkiess i
Yalloweress EEant Pemonstrabty Secure unknown Of State Concern
. . Federal and State
Chaffseed Plant imperiled Imperited Endangered
. imperiled o Very
QOvate Catchfly Ptant Rare or Restricted Unknown Of State Concern
Broad-Toothed -
Hedge-Nettle Flant Demonstrably Secure Critical Of State Concern
{vate Marsh Fern Plant Very rare or Resltricted Reported, but lackmg Cf State Concermn
good documentation
Weak Nettle Plant Apparently to Unknown Of State Concern

Demonstrably Secure
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As indicated in the table above, there ara a variety of different plant and animal species in
Fiorence County, many of which are threatened or endangered species. Therefore, spacial
attention should be given to protecting the habitats of these species.

AIR QUALITY

The guality of air in Ficrence County and throughout our region is important for a variety of
reasons.  The South Carolina Department of Heaith and Environmental Controf (SCDHEC)
identifies a range of air pollutants, six of which are currently the focus of air guality moniters
throughout South Carclina due to their health concerns. While additional information on these
poilutants is available from SCDHEC, it is important to describe one of them in great detail due to
an agreement Florence County entered into with the SCDHEC and the Envircnmental Protection
Agency (EFA). This agreement, known as the Early Action Compact, was developed at the end
of 2002 and has an end date of December 31, 2007 The primary role of the Early Action
Compact is to reach a standard of attainment for ozone, which is set by the EPA. According to
the Ozone Fact Sheet provided by SCDHEC, the foliowing facts explain severai key points about

azone!

« Ten to fifteen miles above the earth, stratospheric ozone occurs naturally and protects us
from exposura to the sun's ultraviolet radiation. At ground-level, ozone is a result of ar
pollution and can harm our health.

s  Ground-level ozone is formed IWhen two chemicals, nitrogen oxides (NOx) and volatile
organic compounds {VOCs), react in the presence of heat and suniight.

« NOx and VOCs are emited when fossil fuels are burned. Some sources of these

' poiiutants are cars, trucks, and mdustry Oaher sources of VOCs include natural sources
like pine trees, as well as vapors from paints, glues, and solvents.

« Ground-level ozone is a concern during the hot, summer months,

» Areas that usually have the most severe ground-level ozone problems include densely
populated areas and areas with high levels of traffic.

= The Environmental Protection Agency sets standards for ozone and other air poilutants.
For ezch poliutant, there are two standards.. The primary standard is set to protect health,
regardless of the cost. The secondary standard protects public welfare, Public welfare

.includes effects on soil, water, property, animals, and visibility.
« " When the ground-level ozone level is high, it can cause eye wntation, headaches,
- dryness of the mouth and throat, shortness of breath, wheezing, and coughing.

e Children, the eEdery, and people with pre-existing lung disease such as emphysema,
asthma and chrenic bronchitis are especially sensitive to ground-level czone. Howsaver,
mveryone tS sensnwe to hsgh levels of ground-level ozone (Internet 17).

To further examing OLEF sources of NOx and VCCs, the following chars may be useful
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Figure 3-11 Sources of VOCs
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Source:  Environmental Protection Agency (Internet 9j

Figure 3-12 Sourcég'of__NOX
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Scurce: Environmental Protection Agency (internet 8)

According to the Florence County Early Action Plan, emissions of NOx and VOCs are precursors
to the formation of ozone. South Carolina is sometimes referred to as "NOx limited”. This means
that small amounts of NOx enable czone to form rapidly when VOC levels are relatively high, but
ozona production is quickly limited by the removal of NOx  Under these conditions, NOx
reductions are nighly effective at reducing ozone while VOC reductions have litfle effect. With
such a high percentage of NOx coming from on-road sources, it would appsar that reductions
from mobile sources wouid be most beneficral.

The Clean Air Act. which was last amended in 1880, requires the EPA to set National Ambient Air

Quality Standards for pollutants considerad harmful to public health and the environment. When

the National Ambient Air Quality Standards are not met in a spacified area the area is designated
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by the EPA as "non-attainmeant”. If the area meets the standard they are designated "attainment”.
In g case that thare is not enough data to make the designation, the EPA will designate the area

as "unclassifiabla”

Florance County is currently in attainment for azone, howaver as the EPA continues to review the
National Ambient Air Quality Standards, czone and other pollutants, such as particulate matter,
may become areas of concern. As part of the Early Action Compact and as a way to promote
good air guality, Florence County is on the verge of launching a campaign known as Take a
Break from the Exhaust (TABFTE) TABFTE is a project that was developed in 2001 by the
Bureau of Air Quaiity (BAQ) to help reduce the amount of Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) in an
effort to reduce Ground-Leve! Ozone. The program has become a successful tool that has even
been recognized by the Governor's office as the 2003 Governar's: Pollution Prevention Award
winner for State Agencies (Internet 12). Initially, the program}_wmﬂo‘niy be offered to Florence
County employees and will run for a trial period. The hope is that other countywide organizations
will see the positive effects of this program and begin to use'it. The collective efforts of a wide
variety of organizations/businesses in the County should prove very beneﬂmaE in reducing the
amount of ground level ozone in Florence County.

UNIQUE SCENIC VIEWS & RECREATION AREAS

This section includes scenic views, scenic sites and unique parks and recreation areas that
enhance the natural features of the County. .There are a number of areas and sites in the County
that generally inspire appreciation for the natural environment and resources of Florence and
~ontribute to the quality of lifs to area resadents Natura! scenic areas exist in nearly svery part of
Florence County. Even some developed areaa have rural characteristics such as roadways with
canopy trees and moss coverings, which: may add to- the' scenic experience. These rural
attributes may contribute to the level of en;oyment dnd quality of life for many of the residents. A
number of natural scenic sites, including streams developed recreational areas, and boating
facilities are located in the County. These facilities allow greater access for natural resources in
the area. A listing of some of these sites is provided below:

Scenic Rivers Program

The South Cafolma Rlvers Act of 1989 established the South Carolina Scenic Rivers Program (o
protect:’ “unique or ou*standmg scenic, recreational, geclogic, botanical, fish, wildlife, historic or
cultural values of selected rivers or river segments in the state. The goal of the program is the
conservation of South Carolf ina's river heritage through the proper management of the natural and
clltural character cf the sfate 5 ﬂver corridor.

The basic method of river comdor protection is a cooperative, voluntary management program
created by landowners, communszy interests, and the South Carolina Depariment of Natural
Resources. The intent of the program is to bring landowners together to study the river and key
river issues and o address thase issues and management practices on lands bordering the river.
Together, landowners and cther interested parties in the community develop a scenic river
management plan that recommends long term management sirategies oriented toward
preserving traditional uses of the river and the preservation ¢f the scenic beauty of the river

corridor.

The Great Pee Dee River in lower Florence County from the Highway 378 bridge down to
Georgatown was given the scenic designation by the State Legisiature in 2006, Presently, there
15 an effort by the Coastal Conservation lLeague to have the portion above Highway 378
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designated as well. This portion of the river boasts secme of the most unusuat imestone cliffs and
scenic vistas in the Pee Dae as well as being significant historical and archeolegical sites.

Lynches River

Lynches River features towering cypress trees and sandhills offering a wide variety of vegetation.
Atftractions along the river include fishing, canoeing, kayaking, and hiking along nature trais.
Lynches River enters the County on the west near Cartersville and runs through the middle and
southeast parts of the County. it boundaries merge with the Great Pee Dee River in the
southeastern corner of the County. In 1982 the Upper Lynches River, which runs frem Lee
County to Lynches River County Park in Flerence County, was designated as a scenic river by
the SC Department of Natural Resources (SCDNR). The study cenducted on the Upper Lynches
River found that the overall wild character of the river is infact, i |5__free flowing, and it provides
exceptiona! recreational values. Four wildlife species of concern-were found to be inhabitants of
the area surrounding the Upper Lynches including: the fox squirrel, thé.pickerel frog, the spotted
turtle, and the red-cockaded woodpecker. in addition, landowners were. in favor of the scenic
river designation, as was the Fiorence, Sumter, Lee, & Darlingten County:CounczEs and the State
Legislature. The Lynches River is significant because it provides miles of natural wildiife corridor,
which serves as a refuge for area-sensitive species. The recreational opportumtses are also
unigue and exceptional. The SCONR is currently in the process of studying the’ i_cwer Lynches
River for possible designation as a scenic river as well

Figure 3-13 ynches River County Park

Ficture courtesyof te Iorengé County/Mucrpal Pamng Depariment

Jeffries Creek
While Jeffries Creek spans across the northern portion of Florence County, a park is located

Edisto Drive and DeBerry Boulevard, This 55-acre park features nature trails, playgrounds and a
picnic area and shelier.

HIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY
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Jeffries Creek

Figure 3-14

Prcture crfesy of the Florence County/Municipal Planning Department

Rail Trail _ :
The Florence Rail Trail is 14 acres of natural and paved trails along an abandcned rail corridor in
West Florence. !t can be accessed from several points:along the trail. The two parking areas
provide easy trall access and are located at Old Ebenezer Road and at Mcleod Fitness Center.
There are currently plans to expand the Rail Trail to further,enhance the connectivity in the
Florence area. The Rail Trail 15 the perfect opporunity to view.some beautiful natural scenery

inside the city limits of Florence.

Fiorence Rai} Trail

Ficture couh‘esk 61’ htf,cj_mﬂ.f'w'w‘ st‘a y3,nebfouf&oors/park-ﬁorencera idtrail_ html

In addiion to the Rail Trail, numerous boat ramps in Florence County provide access fo the
scenic waterways listed previously. These ramps aliow access to view the beautiful natural
scenery of the waterways in Florence County by providing entry tc these scenic bodies of water.
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Boat Ramps
» 5C Highway 327 Boat Ramp on Black Creek

« US Highway 52 Boat Ramp on Lynches River

+« QOdell Venters on Lynches River

s+ Bazens Landing on the Great Pee Des River

« Cain Landing on the Great Pee Dee River

» Dewitis Biuff on the Great Pee Dee River

» Ellison Landing on the Great Pee Des River

« Red Bluff on the Great Pee Dee River

s Parsimmon Biuff on Lynches River

s+ Timber or Ginn's Biuff on Lynches River e
« Bottle Landing on Lynches River L
« Pitts Landing on Lynches River o

s Mack Lake on Lynches River

« Smith Landing on Lynches River

¢ River Rest (aka Timber Landing) is located on Lynches River
 Lee Landing on Lynches River

» Bass Bridge on Lynches River

« Courtney Point on Lynches River

+ Cockfield Landing on Lynches River

s Anderscn Bridge on Lynches vaer
« High Bank Iocated on Lynches Rl_var
« Rush Landing located on Lynchas River o
» Bostick's Landing on Great Pee Dee River -7

South Carolina Heritage Trust Program

The South Carolina Department of Natural Rescurces’ Heritage Trust Program was created in
1978, the first such program in the nation. It was’gstablished to preserve those natural features
and cultural landmarks that are quickly disappearing’as the stale's population increases in size.
The program’s purpose is to identify, evaiuate, and protect the elements considered the most
outstanding. representatives of the state's heritage. There are currently no heritage preserves in
F[orence County (SCDNR Protecting South Carclina’s Natural and Cuftural Heritage).

Open Space Planmng

Planning for Open Space can _help to prioritize lands for acquisition and donation s¢ that the
County will have an mterconnected network of usable open spaces and viable natural resource
consarvation lands Open: Space planning can also enhance access to parks and recreation
areas, tie inte the current RSIE Trails program, enhance quality of living for residents, and benefit
tourism in the County: The goal of open space planning is:

« To promote the preservation of open space, scenic areas and vistas greenways, squares
and village greens,

« To promote the protection and conservation of environmental or natural resources!

« To promote the expansion of quality open space for a wide range of recreational
opportunities inciuding playgrounds, playfields, plazas, parks, mini-parks, picnic areas,
bicycle or hiking trails, or golf courses for all county residents;
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To promote tourism emphasizing open space, recreational sites, and natural resources of

Fiorence County;

» To promote education, awareness, and research relating fo environmentai and natural
resources,

« To assist in coordinating activities of volunteers, organizations, businesses and
governmeantal agencies interested in the preservation of open space, recreational sites,
and natural resources;

+ To prepare and submit to the Florence County Council for considaration a proposed list

of areas of apen space, significant environmental and natural resources, and racreational

sites to be acquired, leased, preserved, protected, maintained, or developed.

Growth Potential and Management

Land use and management can define the impact to natural resources pamcu!ariy to water
resources in relation to water quality. Assessing the potential for an area to expand and grow
allows for water quality planning to occur and permits monitoring for potentialimpairment of water
guality. indicators used to predict growth potential include water and sewer service, road and
highway accessibility, and popuiation trends. These indicaters and others are used'to determine
arzas within the Pee Dee River Basin having the greatest potantial for impacts to water quality as

a result of development.

Road systems, water systems and utilityks‘ystems are not built piece by piece without any
advanced planning or cooraination betwéén different system components Built infrastructure
prmc:ip es and appmacnes that are used for built tnfras't'mcture should be foliowed when looking
at our natural resources, our.green_ :nfrastructure Green infrastructure is the interconnected
network of protected land.and waterthat supports native species, maintains natural ecological
processes, sustains air and water resources, and: Contrrbutes to the health and quality or life for
Florance County resigents. This green mfrastructure is important to the economic future of
Florence County and planning needs 1o be proact:ve with an eye towards preserving and
protecting as much of this greeﬂ mfrastructure as posssble

Natural Resource Conse(vat!on

There are several non-profit groups edyocatmg for the conservation and preservation of Natural
Rasources in Florence County. They are:

The Pee Dee Land Trust is a 501¢3, nonprafit organization dedicated to protecting our region’s
significant agricuitural, historical, and natural areas through the use of conservation easements.
Additionally, the Land Trust provides educational programs and outreach activities. Its focus area
includes eight counties that border the Great Pee Dee River in Scuth Carolina inciuding Florence

County.

The Pee Dee Chapter of the Sierra Club whose statement of purpose is fo explore, enjoy, and
protect wild places of the earth; to practice and promote responsible use of the earih’s
ecosystems and resources; to educate and enlist humanity to protect and restore

the quality of the natural and human environment; and tc use fawful means to carry out these

obiectives.
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The Pee Dee River Watchers program is responsible for advocating compliance with
environmental laws, idenitifying problems which affect the Great Pee Dee River, responding to
citizen complaints, educating the public, and advocating for the public's right to protect and
gefend the environment.

Responsible Economic Development is a land watch group that is involved in protecting and
enhancing the community through participation in land use decisions, zoning, and development
thai minimizes impact to natural resources as well educating the public on the effects of urban
sprawl.

SUMMARY

Florence County has a variety of natural features and resources that contribute to the guality of
nfe experienced by its residents. These features include fertite soils, which are suitable for crop
production, a number of surface water streams, including the Lynches and Great Pee Dee Rivers,
climatic conditions suitable for extended agrarian acfivities, an abundance of wooded areas,
community facilities, and industrial opportunities. Furthermore, Fiorence County enjoys a number
of wetlands, swamps, and bays that are the habitat for a number of unigue plant and animal
species, In addition, many parts of the rural and urban settings. of Florence County have scenic
roadways and attractive landscapes. Too often, this abu‘ndange of natural resources is taken for
granted. The future use of land, especially developméﬁi'_'in" a rapidly growing Fiorence County,
can have a profound effect on the natural resources in the:Gounty. One large mistake that can
he made s to sacrifice the natural resources in the County for the sake of economic
development. Instead, developers and County/City officials should work together to prosper in
both ecenomic development and protecticn of natural resources: Natural rescurces are an
integral part of the Ficrence community and contribute greatly to the quality of life experience by
the residents. The recognltlon enhancement and protection of these resources will ultimately
iead to sustainable communtty grow h and a mors beautiful Florence County that all can enjoy.

THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY
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GOALS AND IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES

The goals of the Natural Rescurces Element seek {o promote an atmosphere of recognition,
enhancement, and protection of the naturai resources in Florence County in order to heighten the
appeal and character of the community and promote a better quality of life for afl residents.

GOAL1
Establish an atmosphere of awareness and importance of the natural resources in Florence

County to include scenic areas, unique plant and animal habitats, wetlands, and prime
agricultural and forest lands. R

implementation Strategy: [nveniory all key natural and scep_i_({.zfé'sipurces in the County. This
information should be shared with developers in the Florence area;. Furthermore, Florence
County may periodically sponsor natural resources awareness’”campaégns

Adopt an agriculture overlay ordinance in the County to preserve current agrlcu!turaE areas and
ensure that farming/agriculture operations are not adversely affected by new femdennal and
commercial developments. (short term). iy

Time Frame: 1 vyear. This element can be used as a starting point.

GOAL 2
Protect naturzl resources while shaplng' the 1future._deve!opment of the Florence County with

special emphasis on protecting rare and endangered species habitats.

Implementation Strategy: Review new development'proposals for impacts fo natural resources,
and establish a staff person to consider the cmpact of new developments upen natural resources
and natural conditions, which may include scepic areas, unique plant and animal habitats,
wetlands, and prime agricultural and forest lands more specifically and as part of the National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Phase Il Storm Water regulations, county staff
should review and inspect development for compéance This can be accomplished in
conjunction: with: Goai 1 and the Land Use Element of the Fiorence County/Municipal

Comprehensive Pla

Time Frame: Review criferia and staff member hired within 1 year. Continue implementation
thereaﬁer : g

GOAL3 i
Strive o protect air quahty of Florence County and the Pee Des region before it becomes an

observed problemis

implementation Strategy:

» implement the TABFTE campaign in order to promote activities which improve air quality.
Hopefully this program will be a countywide success and other businesses will follow in
the footsteps of Fiorence County by implementing the program in their own organizations.

+ Cooperate with state and federal agencies in the efforts to monitor air guatity
{continuously).

s Work with known sources of air poliution to maintain and reduce emissions and {o
mitigate the effects to the extent possibie (short term}.

»  Minimize domestic burning of figld and yard debris, trash, ete. (short term}.
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« Minimize vshicle trips by partnering with PDRTA to establish park and ride lots to
empioyment centers, shopping area and recreation areas (short term).
» Provide incentives for the creation of off street bike and walking trails as means of

transportzation (short term}.
» Encourage and provide incentives for mixed use developments buiit for pedestrian-
friendiy use which minimize the daily number of car frips necessary. (short term)

Time Frame: Continuous implementation of the program in order to constantly reduce the
amount of air poliution in Florence County.

GOAL 4
To preserve and enhance the scenic areas of Florence County.

Implementation Strategy: Work in conjunction with the Pee Déé Land Trust and local land
owners {o expand the use of conservation easements in rural agriculural! scenic, histerical areas
to encourage easements whare appropriate to instate voluntary land protection.

Time Frame: 15-20 years o complete implementation, with a comprehenswe list to be
developed within 2 years.

GOALS
To promote alternative forms of energy use.

Implementation Strategy: Explore the use of energy in public, commercial, and residential
uses. Investigate available technologies and then educate county staff on advantages and

disadvantages.

Time Frame: Research and educatlon to begin within 1 year and continue throughout the life of
this document. i

GOAL B -
To profect and promote Solar naturai resol ces

implementation Strategy: Expiore the use of solar energy in public, commercial, and residential
uses. Investigate available Eech oiogles and then educate building inspection staff on
advantages and disadvantages, i

Time Frame: Ressarch and education to hegin within 1 year and continue throughout the life of
this document.

GOALY
Reduce erosion through technigues such as terrace building and tree planting.

Implementation Strategy: Pass an ordinance which requires the planting cf trees and the
building of terraces when development occurs.

Time Frame: Ordinance to be drafted and passed within cne year. This goal will work in
conjuncticn with the Land Use Efement of the Florence County/Municipal Comprehensive Plan.

THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY
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GOAL S

Consider watershed boundaries as well as political boundaries when making major land
use decisions.

Protect jurisdictional and other wetlands, floodpiains, and other ecologically sensitive
areas such as riparian cormidors and watersheds.

Impiementation Strategy:

» \With Florence County being the downstream recipient of water from the
Catawba, and Yadkin River watersheds, which cross county and state
boundaries, it is essential to encourage the creation of interstate and
ntergovermnmental compacts, which address watershed issues {intermediate to
iong termj}.

¢« Cooperate with the Natural Rescurce Conssrvation Service to promote the
Wetlands Reserve Program as a viable conservation option for qualified
landowners {continuously). R

+  Adopt more stringent buiiding reouwements for land disturbance in the 100-year
flood zene (short term). Sk

= Provide incentives for da:elopers to preserve natural vegetation at residential
development sites (short term). 5 o

» Establish an annual awards program hxghirghtlng projects that have successfully
implemented creative development techmques that conserve naturai rescurces
{short term to intermediate},. i

e Cooperate with public education providers‘_ by sponsoring  workshops,
puhliications and other outreach efforts that could assist private landowners,
developers and engineers in implementing natural resources conservation
practices on jarge and small scale. (continuously).

Time Frame: as noted above

GOAL 9

Maintain and amprove the surface water qqahty for all waterbodies located in Florence

County.

Restare and mamtam the chemical, physical, and biological integrity of the County's
waters so that they can support the protection and propagation of fish, and wildiife and
recreation in and on the water”

The County should take an active role in encouraging development technigues which
maintain or improve water quality.

Implementation Strategy:

Develop and implement an ocutreach program o educate residents, tourisis and
community ieaders on the unigue and fragite ecosystems of Florence County on behavior
that can heip or harm this resource {short term).

New County buildings should incorporate low impact design technigues and LEED
certification into the overall site plan as a mode! for private devalopers by 2015 (short
term to intermediate).

Study land use and zoning around water supply sources, both surface waters and wells
and Implement policies that would further a protection program {long term).
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»  Work with SCDHEC to implement programs, which will improve the surface water quality
of those segments of river and which have been listed as impaired Waterbodies
{continuously}.

«  Work with Clemson University Pee Dee Rasesarch and Education, the Natural Resource
Conservation Service, the Farm Bureau and local agricultural and mine landowners to
address issues that affect water guality including confined animal feeding operations,
buffering, irrigation, and dewalering {short term).

Time Frame: as noted above

GOAL 10
Assess and create a plan addressing water quantity mchd g water conservation and

managament policies.

Implementation Strategy: ;
« Designate impaired waterways pursuant to State and Faderal water quatrty standards
(short)
s Maximize buffers and inputs fo impaired waterways from deveiopment and other uses
that will further impact water quality and guantity {intermediate)
« Cooperate with State and Federal agencies and develop best management practices for
land uses adjacent to water bedies (long)

Time Frame: as noted above

GOAL 11 : b o
Conserve the essential flood reduction, groundwater recharge pol!u‘rron filtering, and recreation

functions of wetlands.

Implementation Strategy: :
« Seek to alleviate point source poliution (contrnuous)
. Upgrade stormwater facilities to meet future demand {continuous)
« Utilize the deveiopment review process to ensure proper stormwater management
: techmques (continuous}

Time F‘"ra'rﬁe__: as noted abo'\'!'_é
GOAL 12 ;
Ensure that flood prone area: and floodways are maintained for their essential natural functions.
implementation Strategy:
e Minimize wetland impacts during new and expanded development (continuous)
« Support wetland creation and restorztion projects (continuous)
e Seek consarvation easements on privately-ownad wetlands that will preserve its natural

function intc perpetuity (continuous)

Time Frame: as noted above
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GOAL 13
Improve stormwater and drainage management.

Implementation Strategy:

Time Frame: as noted ahove

Provide incentives for dsvelopers to incorporate creative stormwater management
techniques into their developments including LID, green building technology, pervious
surfaces, rain gardens, and bic-retention areas {short term).

Prepare a comprehensive drainage master plan for the County as a way tc take a more
holistic approach to stormwater management. Areas with significant drainage problems
shouid have more stringent stormwater requirements placed on.new development (long).
improve stormwater management and computer modeling ca;ﬁébi!ities {intermediate)}.
Develop 2 capital improvements plan to resolve !T!EIJOI' dra nage basin problems {short
term).

New County buildings should incorperate low impact desngn techmques into the overall
site plan as a model for private developers {short term to lntermedxate)

GOAL 14 i
Florence County needs to protect and conserve ltS fores*s agncufture plant and ammal habitat,
and urban trees while increasing its prasarved open areas scenic areas and recreational

opportunities.

implementation Strategy:

Through the development review process, minimize the destruction of existing trees to
ensure ecclogical and aesthetlc benefits (continuously)

Promote the use’ ‘of native specxes whenever possible (continucusly)

Produce a Countyw;de Open Space Plan to guide the creation of permanently protected,
interconnected;. usable open areas within residential developments and around other
significant features in the County {leng term)

Determine the feasib izty of creating & no net loss' of tree canopy for new and expanding
developments {short term) :

Segk conseration easements on priority natural resources for perpetual protection
(intermediate) G

Time Frame: as noted above

GOAL 15
Protect and conserve the ecologically important areas and promotion of sustainable iand use,

Implementation Strategy:

Amend the Land Development Regulations to address defensible space as a wildfire
mitigation techniqua when new development is proposed in close proximity to large tracts
of forested tand (short term}.

Provide incentives to developers {o maintain existing vegetation within new commercial
and residential development (shert term).

Create a tree presarvation ordinance to include standards for conservation that would
both enhance the aesthetic and the environmental function of urban trees. (short termj.
Suppert adding property to the Heritage Preserves and Pee Dee Land Trust.
(continuously}.
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« Enccurage property owners to participate in the Wiidlife Habitat Incentives Program of
the Natural Resourcas Consarvation Service {short term to intermediate).

s+ Develop an Open Space Plan {long term}.

» FExplore creative planning techniques, such as fransfer of development rights, as a means
to consarve important natural and scenic features of the County {short term to
intermediate).

« Encourage the reuse and upgrade of existing infrastructure rather than the expansion of
mfrastructure into undeveloped areas {short term).

« Work with the Master Gardeners and other local organizations o educate landowners
and deveicpers on the benefits of native species and the hazards of invasive species
within their developments (short term).

Time Frame: as noted above
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Florence County/Municipal Comprehensive Plan

ELEMENT ADOPTION DATES

Flarence COUNLY. ... e Aprit 17, 2008
City of Johnsonville........... May 6, 2008
Townof Olanta.. ... May 6, 2008
Town of QUINbY. i‘_y‘j_ﬁiy 8, 2008
Town of Scranton 'i\:ﬁ.ay 12, 2008

Town of Timmonsville“....‘.__......”,“..A........._...:,f;:{'."_._ May 6, 2;008
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FLORENCE COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING
March 260, 2008

AGENDA FTEM: Introduction - Ordinance No. 242007708

DEPARTMENT: County Council

ISSUE UNDER CONSIDERATION:

(An Ordinance Accepting The Transfer By The Town Of Pamplico, South Carolina
To The Florence County Election Commission Of The Auwthority To Conduct
Municipal General Elections Of The Town Of Pamplico. South Carolina And
Authorizing The Execution Of An Agreement Providing For Such Transfer And
Other Matters Related Thereto))

OPTIONS:
1 (Recommended) Approve Introduction of Ordimance No. 24-2007/08.
2. Provide alterpate directive.

ATTACHMENTS:

. Ordinance No. 24-2007/08.

. Election Authority Agreement.

. Town of Pamplico Ordinance No, 2008-001.

LY T N Qpe—



Sponsor(s) : County Council
First Reading/Introduction : March 20, 2008 I

Committee Referral : N/A Couneil Clerk, cerufy that this
Committee Consideration Date © N/A Ordinance was advertised for
Commitiee Recommendation : N/A Public Hearing on

Public Hearing o April 3, 2008

Second Reading : April 3, 2008

Third Reading : April 17, 2008

Effective Date . Immediately

ORDINANCE NO. 24-2007/08
COUNCIL-ADMINISTRATOR FORM OF GOVERNMENT FOR FLORENCE COUNTY

(An Ordinance Accepting The Transfer By The Town Of Pamplico, South Carolina To The
Florence County Election Commission Of The Authority To Conduct Municipal General
Elections Of The Town Of Pamplico, South Carolina And Authorizing The Execution Of An
Agreement Providing For Such Transfer And Other Matters Related Thereto.)

WHEREAS:

overning body of Florence County, South

1. The Florence County Council (the “Council”), the# |
rth in this ordinance exist, and that the

Carolina (the “County”), finds that the facts sct
statements made with respect thereto are true an

[}

Section 5-15-145 of the South Carolina Codé of Laws, 1976, as amended (the “Enabling Act™),
provides that a municipality may: erithe authorily for conducting municipal elections to the
county election commission, which 15 authorized by the Enabling Act to conduct municipal
elections; and '

3. The Enabling Act provides, as a condition of the transfer by a municipality to a county election
commission of the authority to conduct a municipal election, that the govemning bodies of the
municipality and the county must agree to the terms of the transfer and enact ordinances
embodying the terms of that agreement, with the municipal ordinance stating what authority is
being transferred and the county ordinance accepting such authority; and

4. The Town of Pamplico, South Carolina has expressed a desire to transfer complete authority to
conduct municipal general elections of the Town to the Florence County Election Commission;

and

5. Council desires to accept the authority from the Town of Pamplico in accordance with the
Enabling Act and finds the conduct of municipal general elections for the Town of Pamplico by
the Florence County Voter Registration/Elections Commission will serve a valid public purpose
within the authority of the County acting by and through the Election Commission.



NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE FLORENCE COUNTY COUNCIL DULY
ASSEMBLED THAT:

1. Council accepts the transfer by the Town of Pamplico to the Election Commission of the
authority to conduct the Town’s municipal general elections. The scope of such authority
shall be as set forth in the Election Authority Agreement (the “Agreement”) between the
Town of Pamplico and the County, such Agreement being attached hereto as “Exhibit A.”

2. The Chairman of Council 1s authorized to execute the Agreement, which shall be in
substantialiy the form as attached hereto as “Exhibit A,” on behalf of the County.

3. The Election Commission is hereby directed to conduct the Town’s general municipal
elections.

ATTEST: SIGNED:

Connie Y. Haselden, Council Clerk KG Rusty Smith, Jr., Chairman
COUNCIL VOTE;

OPPOSED:

ABSENT:

Approved as to Form and Content
JTames C. Rushton, TH1, County Attor
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Exhibit A

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )
) ELECTION AUTHORITY AGREEMENT

COUNTY OF FLORENCE )

This ELECTION AUTHORITY AGREEMENT made as of this ___ day of , 2008, by and
between FLORENCE COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA (the “County™ and the TOWN OF
PAMPLICO, SOUTH CAROLINA (the “Town”).

WITNESSETH:
Section 1. Transfer and Acceptance of Authority to Conduct Municipal Elections of the

Town of Pamplico. Pursuant to the authority contained in Section 5-15-145 of the Code of Laws of
South Carolina, 1976, as amended (he “Enab]infr Act”) and an ordindnce adopted by the Town

municipal elections to the County, which shall act by aﬁd =_1110120h the Florence County Voter
Registration and Elections Commission (the “Electioft Commlssmn”) The County hereby accepts
such authority pursuant to the Enabling Act and.an ordinanée dulyadopted by the County Council of

the County.

Section 2. Obligations of County; Scope of Authority Transferred. The County hereby
agrees to conduct the Town’s munimpal electlons i accordance with applicable state and federal law,

inciuding without limitation the provisionsregarding municipal clections contained in Chapter 15 of
Title 5 of the Code of Laws of S 'ih Carolina, as amended. Acting through the Election Commission,

the County shall discharge all functions with respect to the conduct of the Town’s municipal
clections, mcluding obtaining and utilizing of voter registrations lists; the preparation of ballots and
other voting materials; the receipt, processing and counting of absentee ballots; the preparation and
administration of voting places; the appointment and coordination of poll managers; the supervision
of the election; and the counting of votes and the report of the votes to the Town Council of the Town
of Pamplico or an appointed authority representing the town government. The County shail be
responsible for the certification of election results or any contest. The County shall also be
responsible for the satisfaction of any legal reguirements for the Town’s municipal elections,
including without limitation any advertisements or clearances required by law,

Section 3. Warranties. Both the Town and the County warrant and represent that each has, as
required by the Enabling Act, adopted an ordinance authorizing this agreement, as well as the transfer
or acceptance of the authority to conduct the Town’s municipal elections. The Town, warrants that it
has taken all steps required by law, including advertisement, for the holding of its municipal
elections.

Section 4. Pavment of Countv’s Expenses. The Town hereby agrees to pay, upon demand of
the County, any and all expenses incurred by the County in connection with the County’s conduct of
the Town's municipal elections, including and. without limitation any costs or attorney’s fees which
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may be incurred by the County in the event of a proceeding contesting the Town’s municipal
elections or the conduct thereof, or any litigation arising out of the same.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Town and the County has each caused this instrument to be signed in
their names by their duly authorized officers as of the date first hereinabove written.

TOWN OF PAMPLICO, SOUTH CAROLINA

By
Attest:
FLORENCE COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA
By: .
G. Rusty Smith, Tr., Chairman
Attest:

Richard A. Starks
County Admunistrator
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T ORDINANCE NO. 2008-061
sors ye ol FHGH S First Reading April 16, 2007

i L Second Reading January 22, 2008

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE TRANSFER FOR CONDUCTING MUNICIPAL
ELECTIONS TO THE FLORENCE COUNTY VOTER REGISTRATION AND ELECTION
COMMISSION

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of the Town of Pamplico, South Carolina, now
met and in assembly sitting, and by authority thereof:

Section [. That this Ordinance is being adopted in order to effect proper compliance with the
provisions of the Home Rule Act of 1975, now South Carolina Coe of Laws for 1976, 5-7-30,
Section 3-7-260, and Section 2-32 of the Code of the Town of Pamplico.

Section II. That Chapter 8 (Elections), of the Code of th Town of Pamplico, is amended by
the following revisions, changes and additions; "

WHEREAS, Section 5-15-145 of the Séuth Carolina Code of Laws, 1976, as amended,
provides for the transfer of the powers,.duties, ans ponsibility for the conduction of municipal
election for the municipal election cbjﬁmiﬁsiorﬁ_;o"couﬁty election commission upon the adoption
of appropriate ordinances by those municipalities desiring to effect such transfer; and

WHEREAS, the Town: of Pamplico desires to transfer all authority for conducting
municipal elections to the Florence County Voter Registration and Elections Commission.

Now, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of the Town of Pamplico
duly assembled in council this 22™ day of January 2008, that all authority for the conducting of
municipal elections is hereby transferred to the Voter Registration and Elections Commission for
Fiorence County in the following particulars:

a. The Florence County Voter Registration and FElections Commission shall
advertise municipal elections, prepare and distribute ballots and election
materials, appoint managers of election for each polling place, and otherwise
supervise and conduct all municipal elections of the Town of Pamplico.

b. Immediately upon the closing of the polls at any municipal election in the Town
of Pamplico, the Florence County Voter Registration and Elections Commission
shall begin to count and continuously count the votes cast and make a statement
of the whole number of votes cast in such election together with the number of
votes cast for each candidate for Mayor and Councilperson, and publicly display
the unofficial results.

Ordinance. 2008 001 Fiarence Co. Town Elections.
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The Voter Registration and Flections Commission shall thereafier certify the
results of the elections and transmit the certified results to the Town Council of
the Town of Pamplico or an appointed authority representing the town
govemment as soon as practical following the certification,

e

d. Accept candidate filings and filing fees, including, but not lLimited to notices of
candidacy, candidacy pledges, hear and decide protests and certify the results of
municipal elections.

e. Utilize an Automated Election System and computer counting with the count
publicly conducted.

f. Take such other action as may be necessary or appropriate to conduct municipal
etections and certify the results.

Section I, The Town of Pamplico shall reimburse the Registration and Elections
Commission of Florence County for all costs incurred in providing ballots, advertising elections,
printing costs, postage, lransportation  cost, temporary help, programming charges, poll
managers, compensation and other related additional expenses incurred in its conduct of
municipal elections in the Town of Pamplico. In the.m;e\'iep:_t a protest is filed or hitigation is
commenced in connection with the conduct of municipal elections, the Town of Pamplico shall
pay all court costs, attorney fees, court reporter fees and costs, and other costs and expenses
incurred in such protest or litigation. The E’]Q_r.gnc ounty Voter Registration and Elections
Commission shall provide invoices and/or other bqu_inentation to the Town of Pamplico of al}
costs and expenses incurred in the conduc of the Town of Pamplico municipal elections,
protests, certification of results[litigatio r other costs which may be incurred, not specifically
mentioned in this ordinance

SectionIV.  This ordinance shall take effect upon the successful completion of the following
nNecessary action prerequisite under federal and state law to effect the changes called for

hereunder:

a. adoption of an appropriate ordinance by the Town Council of the Town of
Pamplico transferring the authority accepted hereunder;

b. adoption of an appropriate ordinance by the governing body of Florence County
accepting the authority being transferred hereunder;

c. submission to the United States Justice Department and subsequent receipt of pre-
clearance and positive response to the transfer of authonity for conducting

municipal elections which would be effected hereunder.

Section V., All ordinances or parts of ordinances mconsistent with this ordinance are hereby
repealed to the extent of Inconsistency.

Ordinance. 2008 601 Florenze Co. Town Elections.
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Done, passed, ratified and ordered enro}
Januarv., 2008.

- )
Mayor: Py

S 7//7 P _
T bt AT ik
ST T
-~ . .

Council Members:

T

/‘r“»L Lo p&Uf&a,)

\L\f@m@z\&/\

Y

Aftest: f#-!?’-"}’_ Gl L/')‘Jﬁw Y

Ordinance. 2008.601 Florerce Co.Town Elections.

led as an ordinance of the Town, this 22" day of

T
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FLORENCE COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING
March 20, 2008

AGENDA ITEM. introduction - Ordinance No. 25-2007/08

DEPARTMENT: County Counctl

ISSUE UNDER CONSIDERATION:

(An Ordinance Accepting The Transfer By The City Of Florence To The Florence
County Election Commission Of The Authority To Conduct The November 4, 2008
General Election Of The City Of Florence And Authorizing The Execution Of An
Aerecment Providing For Such Transfer And Other Matters Related Thereto.)

OPTIONS:
1. (Recommended) Approve Introduction of Ordinance No. 25-2007/08.
2. Provide alternate directive.

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Ordimance No. 25-2007/08.

2. Election Authority Agreement.

3. Correspondence dated February 22, 2008 from David N. Williams, City Manager.
City of Florence Ordinance No. 2008-04,




Sponsor(s) : County Council

First Reading/Introduction : March 20, 2008 I .
Conimittee Referral N/A Council Clerk, certify that this
Commuttee Consideration Date : N/A Ordinance was advertised for
Committee Recommendation 1 N/A Public Hearing on

Public Hearing : April 3, 2008

Second Reading : April 3, 2008

Third Reading : April 17, 2008

Effective Date : Immediately

ORDINANCE NO. 25-2007/08
COUNCIL-ADMINISTRATOR FORM OF GOVERNMENT FOR FLORENCE COUNTY

(An Ordinance Accepting The Transfer By The City Of Florence To The Florence County
Election Commission Of The Authority To Conduct The November 4, 2008 General Election Of
The City Of Florence And Authorizing The Execution Of An Agreement Providing For Such
Transfer And Other Matters Related Thereto.)

WHEREAS:

[

The Florence County Council (the “Council™), the* ﬁovcmlnc body of Florence County, South
Carolina (the “County™), finds that the facts set forth in th}s ordinance exist, and that the
stalements made with respect thereto are truc and ¢ 'ect; and

Section 5-15-145 of the South Carolina Code’of Laws, 1976, as amended (the “Enabling Act™),
provides that a mummpallty may transfer: the aulhomy for conducting municipal elections (o the
county e¢lection commission, which is. authorized by the Enabling Act to conduct municipal

elections; and

The Enabling Act provides, as a condition of the transfer by a municipality to a county election
commission of the authority to conduct a municipal clection, that the governing bodies of the
municipality and the county must agree to the terms of the transfer and enact ordinances
embodying the terms of that agreement, with the municipal ordinance stating what authority is
being transferred and the county ordinance accepting such authority; and

The City of Florence (“the City”) has expressed a desire to transfer complete authority to conduct
the November 4, 2008 general elections of the City to the Florence County Election Commission;

and

Council desires to accept the authority from the City in accordance with the Enzbling Act and
finds the conduct of the November 4, 2008 general elections for the City by the Florence County
Voter Registration/Elections Commission will serve a valid public purpose within the authority of
the County acting by and through the Election Commission.
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE FLORENCE COUNTY COUNCIL DULY
ASSEMBLED THAT:

1.

3]

(8]

Council accepts the transfer by the City to the Election Commission of the authority to
conduct the City’s November 4, 2008 general elections. The scope of such authority shall be
as set forth 1n the Election Authority Agreement (the “Agreement”) between the City and the
County, such Agreement being attached hereto as “Exhibit A.”

The Chairman of Council is authorized to execute the Agreement, which shall be in
substantially the form as attached hereto as “Exhibit A, on behalf of the County,

The Election Commission is hereby directed to conduct the City’s November 4, 2008 general
elections.

ATTEST: SIGNED:

Connie Y. Haselden, Council Clerk

K. G. Rusty Smith, Ir., Chairman

COUNCIL VOTE:
OPPOSED:

Approved as to Form and Content
James C. Rushton, IT], County Altorney:

ABSENT:




Exhibit A

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )
) ELECTION AUTHORITY AGREEMENT

COUNTY OF FLORENCE )

This ELECTION AUTHORITY AGREEMENT made as of this ___ day of , 2008, by and
between FLORENCE COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA (the “County”) and the CITY OF
FLORENCE, SOUTH CAROLINA (the “City™).

WITNESSETH:

Section 1. Transfer and Acceptance of Authority to Conduct November 4. 2008 General
Elections of the City of Florence. Pursuant to the authority contained in Section 3-15-145 of the
Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, as amended (the “Enabling Act™), and an ordinance adopted
by the City Council of the City, the City hereby transfers the authority to conduct the City’s
November 4, 2008 general elections to the County, which® shaii act by and through the Florence
County Voter Registration and Elections Commission® “(the “Elec‘uon Commission”™). The County
hereby accepts such authority pursuant to the Enabling Act and” -an ordinance duly adopted by the
County Council of the County. 4

Section 2. Obligations of Countv; Scope of Authority Transferred. The County hereby
agrees to conduct the City’s November 4, 2008 general elections in accordance with applicable state
and federal law, including wnhout lmmatlon the provisions regarding municipal elections contained
in Chapter 15 of Title 5 of the Cod ____..:-of Laws of South Carolina, as amended. Acting through the
Election Commission, the County shall discharge all functions with respect to the conduct of the
City’s November 4, 2008 general elections, including obtaining and utilizing of voter registrations
lists; the preparation of ballots and other voting materials; the receipt, processing and counting of
absentee ballots; the preparation and administration of voting places; the appointment and
coordination of poll managers; the supervision of the election; and the counting of votes and the
report of the votes to the City Council of the City or an appointed authority representing the City
government. The County shall be responsible for the certification of ¢lection results or any contest.
The County shall also be responsible for the satisfaction of any legal requirements for the City’s
November 4, 2008 general elections, including without limitztion any advertisements or clearances
required by law.

Section 3. Warranties. Both the City and the County warrant and represent that each has, as
required by the Enabling Act, adopted an ordinance authorizing this agreement, as well as the transfer
or acceptance of the authority fo conduct the City’s November 4, 2008 general elections. The City
warrants that it has taken all steps required by law, including advertisement, for the holding of its
November 4, 2008 general elections,

Section 4. Pavment of County’s Expenses. The City hereby agrees to pay, upon demand of the
County, any and all expenses incurred by the County in connection with the County’s conduct of the
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City’s November 4, 2008 general elections, including and. without limitation any costs or attormey’s
fees which may be incurred by the County in the event of a proceeding contesting the City’s
November 4 2000 general elections or the conduct thereof, or any litigation arising out of the same.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the City and the County has cach caused this instrument to be signed in
their names by their duly authorized officers as of the date first hereinabove written.

Attest:

David N. Williams
City Manager

Attest:

Richard A. Starks
County Admunistrator

CITY OF FLORENCE, SOUTH CAROLINA

By:

Frank E. Willis, Mayor

FLORENCE COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA

K.G. Rﬁsty Smith, Jr., Chairman
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February 22. 2008

Mr. Richard Starks, Administrator
Florence County

180 N. Irby Street

City County Complex, MSC-G
Florence, SC 29301

Dear Richard:

Please accept this letter as our request.to have Florence County Council
consider approval of an. agreement between the City of Florence and the County
of Florence to transfer authority to conduct the City's Municipal Election that

will be held November 4, 2008, to the Florence County Elections Commission.

I respectfully requé}fzt_ﬁ_it_hé't this issue be place on the agenda for Florence County
Council's next regularly scheduled meeting.

Sincerely,
David N. Williams
City Manager
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ORDINANCE NO. 2008- 04

AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE HOLDING OF THE 2008 MUNICIPAL
ELECTION FOR THE OCCUPANCY OF THE OFFICE OF MAYOR AND TWO AT
LARGE CITY COUNCIL SEATS AND FOR CERTAIN TIMES FOR THE FILING
OF NOMINATION PETITIONS, HOLDING PRIMARIES OR CONVENTIONS,
THE ENTRY OF CANDIDATES FOR NOMINATIONS IN MUNICIPAL PARTY
PRIMARY ELECTIONS OR CONVENTIONS AND THE TIME FOR CLOSING OF
ENTRIES.

WHEREAS, Section 5-15-70 of the Code of Laws of South Carclina, 1976, as amended,
requires that certain times be established by Ordinance for the conduction of Municipal
Elections.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED By the City Counc;l of'the City of Florence at
ameeting duly assembled and by the authority thereat:

That the following dates are herebv ‘estabhshed for the 2008 General Election of
Mayor and two City Council members At-Laree:

1. General Election

The General Election shallbe held on November 4, 2008 during voting hours
beginning at 7:00 a.m. and concluding at 7:00 p.m., at which time the Mayor
and two City Councilmembers shall be elected at- large. The Mayor and
Councilmembers will each be elected for the term of four (4) years.

| ]

Wominations for Office

Nominations of candidates may be by political party or by petition.

2.1 Nomination by Political Party

Persons wishing to be placed on the ballot for office may file
their Statement of Candidacy along with their Statement of
Economic Interest with the Chairman of the respective Florence
County political party as follows:



[N
o

a. Opening date for candidates’ filing for political primaries shall
be at noon on March 17, 2008.

b. Closing date for candidates’ filing for political primaries shall
be at noon on March 31, 2008. By noon, April 10, 2008, the
County Chairman of the respective political party shall file with
the Florence County Election Commission written certification
of the name and office sought of all candidates to be placed on
the ballot of that political party and their individual statement of
intention of candidacy and verification by the political party
County Chairman that each candidate certified meets or will
meet by the time of the General Election the gualification for
office for which the candidate has filed.

c. Political party primaries for nominating candidates shall be held
at the regular polling places and” conducted by the Florence
County Election Commission‘in conjunctmn with the County
and Statewide Primaries on Iune-.lo 2008, during voting hours
beginning at 7:00 a.m. "_n : gdmg at 7:00 p.m.

d. Second. pnmary (fi rstk_run -off), if necessary, shall be held on
June 24 9008*

e. Polltzcal party conventions for nominating candidates shall be
held on or before June 10, 2008.

f. Political party primaries or conventions must certify nominees
to the Munieipal Election Commission no later than noon on
August 15, 2008,

Nominations bv Petition

Candidates wishing to qualify for the General Elections by Petition must file
their petition along with their Statement of Economic Interest with the
Municipal Clerk by noon on July 15, 2008. The petition must bear the
signatures of at least five (3%) percent of the qualified electors of the City of
Florence.
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Election Commission

‘The General Election shall be conducted in accordance with §3-13-100, S . C. Code
of Laws, by the Municipal Election Commission, appointed pursuant to §5-15-90,
S.C. Code of Laws, Pursuant to §5-15-145 of the S. C. Code of Laws, the City hereby
authorizes the Florence County Election Commission to physically conduct the
General Election to include preparation of the ballots, obtaining Voter Registration
Lists, appointing and coordinating Poll Managers, handling absentee ballots,
preparing voting materials for each precinct, readying voting places, supervising
voting places, counting votes, and reperting the results to the Municipal Election
Commission. The Municipal Election Commission shall certify the results and address
any contests of the results,

Notice

Two pubhc notzces of the General Election shall be gwen which shall include the

to the election, and the second notice shall'be glven no Iater than two weeks after
the first notice. N

Filing Fee

The filing fee for th _fﬁcé‘@' of:Mayor and City Council to the City of Florence
shail be $0.

Determining Results of the Election

The person receiving the highest number of votes for Mayor shall be declared
elected. The two persons receiving the highest numbers of votes for the two (2)
At-Large City Council seats shall be declared elected.

In the event of a tie, a runoff election shall be held two weeks following the
General Election pursuant to 5-15-125 of the S. C. Code of Laws, 1976, as
amended.

Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its approval and adoption by
the City Council of the City of Florence.
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Frank E. Willis
Mayor
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Dianne M. Rowzn
Municipal Clerk
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FLORENCE COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING
March 20, 2008

AGENDA TTEM: Boards & Commissions

DEPARTMENT:  County Council

ISSUE UNDER CONSIDERATION:

Filling vacancies on Boards and Commissions.

POINTS TO CONSIDER:
I Citizen involvement on boards, commissions and committees of Florence County 15
extremely important.

2. Many boards/comnussions/committees currently have vacancies or have approaching

VACANCIeS.

OPTIONS:

I. Mauake appropriate appointments.

2. Take no action,

(A copy of the list of current and approaching vacancies for 2008 was previously
provided to Council. Additional copies are available upon request.)



FLORENCE COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING
March 20, 2008

AGENDA ITEM:  Report to Council

DEPARTMENT:  Administration
(Purchasing and Facilities Management Department)

ISSUE UNDER CONSIDERATION:

Florence Regional Arts Alliance requests use of the former Florence County Public Library for the Spring
Visual Arts Showcase to be held from Thursday, May 1, 2008 through Sunday, May 4, 2008, plus
approximately one (1) to two (2} weeks for setup and takedown time.

POINTS TO CONSIDER:

1. The Arts Alliance held ArtsFest 2006, ArtsFest 2007, and ArtsFest 2008 in the former Florence County
Public Library building.
County Council permission is required to permit a portion of the facility to be temporarily leased for this
limited purpose.
3. The Regional Arts Alliance has agreed to:
a.  Maintain general lability insurance for the even
insured:
b. Provide professional security for the even
¢.  Indemnify and hold harmless the County;
d.  Enter into a letter of agreementy [
facility. as in past years.

o

OPTIONS:

1. (Recommended) Approve the tempsrary use of the former Library by the Arts Alliance for the Spring
Visual Arts Showcase and authorize the County Administrator 1o execute a temporary letter-form, lease
agreement, subject to review by the County Attorney.

2. Decline to approve the use of the facility.

ATTACHMENTS:

None

e



FLORENCE COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING

DATE: March 20, 200

AGENDA ITEM:  Reports To Council
Paipe Holsapple. Delinguent Tax Officer

BEPARTMENT:  Treasurer’s Office - Delinguent Tax Division

ISSUE UNDER CONSIDERATION: Properties coded =17 for investigation,

CURRENT STATUS: These Bists reflect all properties that are coded 17 for
Investigation as of 3/6/08:

[Zeal Fstate _ No Parcels
Maobile Homes  No Units

POINTS TO CONSIDER: Required by policies approved 09/17/98 that this
information be reported to Council.
Reporting quarterly information in lieu of an appearance
before council was approved on June 3, 2003,

ATTACHMENTS: Copy ol list of property coded “1™ as of 3/6/08.

S
“”"‘f ’ﬂ(\\o)l \

Dean Fowler, Ir. T Approved for inclusion in Asenda Package
Fiorence County Treasurer Richard Starks. County Adminisirator
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FLORENCE COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING

DATE: March 20. 2008

AGENDATTEM:  Reports To Council
Paice Holsapple, Delinguent Tax Officer

DEPARTMENT:  Treasurer’s Office - Delinquent Tax Division

ISSUE UNDER CONSIDERATION: Tax notices processed as nulla bona.

CURRENT STATUS: No changes t report on added nuila bona's.
Ninety four reversals due to abatements needed and completed.

POINTS TO CONSIDER: Required by policies approved (09/1 7/98 that this
miormation be reported to Councit after processing.
Reporting quarterly information in licu of an appearance
before council was approved on June 3. 2003,

ATTACHMENTS: Copy of List of tax notices processed as nulla bona since 11/20:07.
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Dean Fowler, Ji = Approved for inclusion m Agenda Package

Florence County Treasures, Richard Starks. County Administrator
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