





Sponsor(s) . Fire/Rescue Services

First Reading : I .
Committee Referral : Council Clerk, certify that this
Committee Consideration Date : Ordinance was advertised for
Committee Recommendation : Public Hearing on

Second Reading
Public Hearing
"Third Reading
Effective Date

ORDINANCE NO. 17-2013/14
COUNCIL-ADMINISTRATOR FORM OF GOVERNMENT FOR FLORENCE COUNTY

(An Ordinance Dissolving Pursaant To Section 4-9-30(3)(E) Of The Code Of Laws Of South
Carolina, 1976, As Amended, The Sardis-Timmonsville Rural Fire Protection District, And
Disselving The Johnsonvilie Rural Fire District, The Howe Sprmg Fire District, The Hannah-
- Salem-Friendfield Fire District, The West Florence Rural Fire District, And The Windy Hill/Olanta
Rural Fire District, All Incident To The Establishment Of The nce County Fire Protection
District As A Special Tax Fire District Under Article 19 Of Title 4 Of Thé:Code Of Laws Of South
Carolina, 1976, As Amended, Providing For The Conditions With Respect To.Said Dissolution, And
Other Matters Related Thereto. )

WHEREAS:

1. Pursuant to the authorizations contained in Sec of the Code of Laws of South Carolina,
irolina (the “County™), acting by and

1976, as amended (the “Code™), Fiorence County, S
through its County Council (“C e Sardis-Timmonsville Rural Fire Protection
District {the “Sardis-Timmonsvil iiriel’) by Ofgdinance 18-81/82 enacted on December 10, 1982
(the “Sardis-Timmonsvilie Ord . rov‘i's_g-ﬂn of fire service within an unincorporated area

)

Springs Fire District (the “Howe Springs District™) by

ber 1, 1987 and amended by Ordinance 14.94/95 enacted on
February 2, 1995 (as amended, th “Howe Springs Ordinance™) for the provision of fire service
within an unincorporated area ofs e County designated in the Howe Springs Ordinance; and

3. Pursuant to the authorizations contained in Section 4-19-10, ef seq of the Code, the County, acting by
and through Council, created the Hannah-Salem-Friendfield Fire District (the “Hannah-Salem-
Friendfield District”) by Ordinance 25-92/93 enacted on May 6, 1993 and amended by Ordinance 18-
2001/02 enacted on August 9, 2001 (as amended, the “Harmah-Salem-Friendﬁeld Ordinance™) for the
provision of fire service within an unincorporated arez of the County designated in the Hannah-
Salem-Friendfield Ordinance; and

4. Pursuant to the authorizations contained in Section 4-19-10, ef seq of the Code, the County, acting by
and through Council, created the Windy Hili/Olanta Rural Fire District (the “Windy Hill/Olanta
District”) and the West Florence Rural Fire District (the “West Florence District™) by Ordinance 31-
2006/07 enacted on April 5, 2007 (the “Windy Hill/Olanta-West Florence Ordinance™) for the
provision of fire service within two unincorporated areas of the County designated in the Windy
Hill/Olanta-West Florence Ordinance; and



5. Pursuant to the authorizations contained in Section 4-1 9-10, er seq of the Code, the County, acting by
and through Council, created the Johnsonville Rural Fire District (the “Johnsonvilie District™) by
Ordinance 18-2010/11 enacted on May 19, 2011 (the “Johnsonville District QOrdinance™) for the
provision of fire service within an unincorporated area of the County designated in the Johnsonville
District Ordinance; and '

6. The Sardis—Timmonsviile District, the Howe Springs District, the Hannah-Salem-Friendfield District,
the West Florence District, the Windy Hill/Olanta District, and the Johnsonville District may be
collectively referred to hereafter as the “Existing Fire Districts”; and

7. Council has undertaken a study of the efficiency and effectiveness of the financing of fire protection
service through the Existing Districts and has determined that it will be in the best interests of the
County and the residents of the Existing Districts to dissolve each of the Existing Districts and create
a new, single County Fire Protection District, to be designated the Fiorence County Fire Protection
District, which will encompass all of the areas contained in the Existi g Districts as well as additional

- area contained within the municipal limits of the Town of Pamplicg

8. Section 4-9-30(5)e} of the Code provides that a special tax district createdspursuant to the provisions
of Section 4-9-30 of the Code may be dissolved by ordinance of Council ter. a duly naticed public
hearing, and special tax fire districts created under Sggﬁ' n 4-19-10 of the Code may be dissolved by
Council using the same procedure set forth therein for the reation of such districts; and

ior three (3) successive weeks in the
2014 concerning the dissolution of

Morning News a public hearing which was he "
nd 4-19-20(2) of the Cade,

the Existing Fire Districts pursuant to Sections

NOW, THEREFORE, BE
CAROLINA DULY ASSER

Section 1.0]
Pursuant to said.4:

Existing Districts are
creation and establishm

pursuant to Chapter 19 of Title 4 of the Code and following the

enges to the adoption of this Ordinance and Ordinance No. 18-

expiration of the period f
-20(6) of the Code.

2013714 pursuant to Section 4-
Section 1.02

Any person affected by the action of Counci! in adopting this Ordinance may, by action de novo
instituted in the Court of Common Pleas for Florence County, within twenty (20) days following the last
publication of the notice of action taken, but not afterwards, challenge this action of Council. The notice
of action taken shall be published once 2 week for two (2) successive weeks in the Morning News
following adoption of this Ordinance in substantially the form attached hereto.

(o8]



Section 1.03

All orders and resolutions and parts thereof in conflict herewith are to the extent of such conflict
hereby repealed, and this ordinance shall take effect and be in full force from and after the creation and
establishment of the Florence County Fire Protection District by ordinance of Council pursuant to
Chapter 19 of Title 4 of the Code. ' '

ATTEST: SIGNED:

Connie Y. Haselden, Counci} Clerk James T. Schofield, Chairman
COUNCIL VOTE:
OPPOSED:

Approved as to Form and Content ABSENT:

D. Malloy McEachin, Jr., County Attorney

"
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NOTICE OF ACTION TAKEN
BY THE FLORENCE COUNTY COUNCIL CONCERNING THE DISSOLUTION OF THE SARDIS-
TIMMONSVILLE RURAL FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT, THE JOHNSONVILLE RURAL FIRE
DISTRICT, THE HOWE SPRINGS FIRE DISTRICT, THE HANNAH-SALEM FRIENDFIELD FIRE
DISTRICT, THE WEST FLORENCE RURAL FIRE DISTRICT, AND THE WINDY HILL/OLANTA
RURAL FIRE DISTRICT IN FLORENCE COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA

Pursuant to the provisions of Sections 4-9-30({5KE) and 4-19-10 et seq. of the Code of Laws of
South Carolina, 1976, as amended (together, the “Enabling Act”), the Florence County Council
(“Council”) conducted a public hearing in the County Council Chambers, Florence County, South
Carolina, on , 201 at on the question of the dissolution of the Sardis-Timmonsvilie
Rural Fire Protection District, the Johnsonville Rural Fire District, the Howe Springs Fire District, the
Hannah-Salem Friendfield Fire District, the West Florence Rural Fire District, and the Windy Hill/Olanta
Rural Fire District (collectively, the “Districts™).

5t , 2014 give third and

o Section 4-9-30(5)E) Of The
- ille Rurai Fire Protection
The Code Of Laws Of South

Following the aforesaid public hearing, Council did on the _ da
final reading to an Ordinance entitled “An Ordinance Dissclving Pursu

District As A Specxal Tax Fire District Creaﬁed Pursuant l" 0 Sectiph
Caroéma 1976, As Amended, And Drssoivmg The Johnsonv:iia_ *

9 Of Title 4 Of The Code Of Laws Of
ith Respect To Said Dissolution, And

Protection District As A Special Tax Fire District Under Artic
South Carolina, 1976, As Amended, Providing For.

District, the Howe Springs Fire Jf
Hill/Olanta Rural Fire District,
District,

{axes within the area
fire protection faciiit :
system.  The Council sha\
payable from ad valorem taxeslevied:

1e extent necessary 1o defray the cost of constructing and equipping
ict and to pay for maintenance and operation of such fire protection
authorized to issue general obligation bonds of Florence County,
thin the District, for the purpose of providing fire protection therein,

Notice of this Action is eing published once a week for two successive weeks in the Morning
News,

Any person affected by this action of 1he Florence County Council may, by action de novo
instituted in the Court of Common Pleas for Florence County, within twenty (20) days following the last
publication of this Notice, but not afterwards, challenge this action of the Florence County Council.

FLORENCE COUNTY COUNCIL



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF FLORENCE

1, the undersigned, Clerk to Florence Coumy Council, South Carolina (*County Council”™), DO
HEREBY CERTIFY:

That the foregoing constitutes a true, correct and verbatim copy of an Ordinance adopted by
County Council on ,» 2014, The Ordinance was read at three public meetings of County
Council on three separate days, . 2014, , 2014, and 20?4
An interval of at least seven days occurred between each reading of the Ordmance At each such meeimg
a quorum of County Council was present and remained present throughout the meetmg

The meetings held on ., 2013, , 2014, and , 2014 were regular
meetings of County Council, for which notxce had been pr evxousiy gives pursuant t{} and in conformity
with Chapter 4, Title 30 of the Code of Laws of South Carolina 1 amended (the “Freedom of
information Act”).

The Dri ginal of the Ordinance is duly entered in the pe

nent records of thi
as Clerk,

“ounty, in my custody

The Ordinance is now of full force and effect, and ha een modified, amended or repealed.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have here

ind the Seal of Florence County,
South Carolina, this day of , 2014,

(SEAL)

Clerk to Florence County Council,
South Carolina






Sponsor(s) . Fire/Rescue Services

First Reading : I, .
Committee Referral : : Council Clerk, certify that this
Committee Consideration Date : Ordinance was advertised for
Committee Recommendation : Public Hearing on ,
Public Hearing ; , and

Second Reading
Third Reading
" Effective Date

ORDINANCE NQO. 18-2013/14
COUNCIL-ADMINISTRATOR FORM OF GOVERNMENT FOR FLORENCE COUNTY

{An Ordinance To Create And Establish The Florence County Fire Protection District In Florence
County, South Carolina Pursuant To Title 4, Chapter 19 Of The Code Of Laws Of South Carolina,
1976, As Amended, To Approve The Annual Levy And Collection O Ad Valorem Taxes And The
Imposition Of Rates And Charges For The Operation And Maintenanée Thereof, To Authorize The
Issuance Of General Obligation Bonds On Behalf Of The Dlstnc From Time To Time, And Other
Matters Relating Thereto.) e

WHEREAS:

B Pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 19 of Title
as amended (the “Code™), the Florence County Cou
Florence County, South Carolina (the 4G
maintain a system of fire protection facilt
provide the residents and property owne
designated areas with fire protect'

he “Council™), the governing body of
mpowered to establish, operate and

g

C Prfnm vmlncorpsrated area

"Tlmm@ sville Rural Fire Protection District (the “Sardis-
created by Ordinance 18-81/82 enacted on December
ardis-Timmonsville Ordinance™) for the provision of fire service
corporated area of the County designated in the Sardis-

(b) The Howe Springs Fire District {the “Howe Springs District”™) created by
Ordinance 11-87/88 enacted on October 1, 1987 and amended by Ordinance 14~
94/95 enacted on February 2, 1995 (as amended, the “Howe Springs Ordinance™)
for the provision of fire service within an unincorporated area of the County
designated in the Howe Springs Ordinance; and

(¢} The Hannah-Salem-Friendfield Fire District (the “Hannah-Salem-Friendfield
District”) created by Ordinance 25-92/93 enacted on May 6, 1993 and amended
by Ordinance 18-2001/02 enacted on Angust 9, 2001 ( as amended, the “Hannah-
Salem-Friendfield Ordinance”) for the provision of fire service within an
unincorporated area of the County designated in the Hannah-Salem-Friendfield
Ordinance; and

(d} The Windy Hill/Olanta Rural Fire District (the “Windy Hill/Olanta District™)
and the West Florence Rural Fire District (the “West Florence District”) created
by Ordinance 31-2006/G7 enacted on April 5, 2007 (the “Windy Hill/Olanta-



West Florence Ordinance™) for the provision of fire service within two
unincorporated areas of the County designated in the Windy Hill/Olanta-West
Florence Ordinance; and

(e) The Johnsonville Rural Fire District (the “Johnsonville District”™) created by
Ordinance 18-2010/11 enacted on May 19, 2011 (the “Johnsonville District
Ordinance™) for the provision of fire service within an unincorporated area of the
County designated in the Johnsonville District Ordinance

(together, the special tax fire districts described in (a)-(¢) above, the “Prior Districts™),

Council has undertaken a study of the efficiency and effectiveness of the financing of fire
protection and related rescue service through the Prior Districts and has determined that it will be
in the best interests of the County and the residents of the Prior Districts to dissolve each of the
Prior Districts and create a new, single County Fire Protection District, to be desngnated the
Florence County Fire Protection District, which will encompass all of the areas contained in the
Prior Districts, to include of the area within the municipal limits.6f#Quinby, Olanta, Pamplico,
‘and Johnsonville, which Council hereby finds have, by and throtigh their respective Councils in
compliance with South Carolina law, requested and agreed tothesinclusion of such area within
the District (as hereinafter defined) and the provision :
County in such area, and have agreed not to impose taxes
respective municipal limits so long as the County

The dissolution of the Prior Districts has been authok
Ordinance, by Council’s Ordinance No. 17-2013/14 ¢
To Sectlon 4-9- 3{}(5)(}5) Of The Code

rence Rural Fire District, And The Windy
e Establ%shment Of The Florence Coumy Fire

Protection District As A 7Sp
Laws Of South Carolj

s Related Thereto (“Ordinance No. 17-2013/147), effective
e expiration of the period for filing challenges to the adoption of
. 17-2013/14 pursuant to Section 4-19-20(6) of the Code.

nd foliow:
this Ordinanceiand Ordinance

Council has determined to create the Florence County Fire Protection District (the “District™), to
approve the continuationof the annual levy and collection of ad valorem taxes for the operation
and maintenance of the 'Dlstnct and to autherize the County to issue, from time to time by
ordinance subsequent hereto, general obligations bonds of the County to finance capital
tmprovements within and operationa} costs with respect to the District.

The Council specifically finds that the establishment of the District satisfies the requirements and
conditions of §§4-19-10 and 4-19-20 of the Code and is now minded, in accordance with the
specific authorization of §4-19-10(b) of the Code. to create and establish the District to comprise,
embrace, and consist of the aggregate arez previously contained within the boundaries of the
Prior Districts, such area comprising, embracing and consisting of the entire unincorporated area
of the County save and except the area of the South Lynches Fire District and including the areas
within the municipal fimits of Quinby, Olanta, Pamptico, and Johnsonville. Reference s made to
the Council Ordinance 18-81/82, Ordinance 11-87/88 as amended by Ordinance 14-04/95,
Ordinance 25-92/93 as amended by Ordinance 18-2001/02, Ordinance 31-2006/07, Ordinance
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE FLORENCE
ASSEMBLED THAT:

1.

18-2010/11, and the County Tax Map maintained by the Fiorence County Tax Assessor for a
description of the area comprised by each of the Prior Districts, and a map of the District
available on the County website at www.florenceco.org/

Each of the Prior Districts is served by a nonprofit volunteer fire department operating as a
nonprofit corporation, including the Windy Hill/Olanta District being served by two separate
departments with designated areas within the Windy Hill/Olanta District. Council wishes 1o

-maintain the provision of fire service by the applicable nonprofit volunteer fire department in

each of the Prior Districts upon the same terms, subject to the entry by the County into contracts
with each such volunteer fire department for such service (which contracts shall inciude, without
limitation, mecharisms to assure financial transparency and accountability. on the part of the
volunteer fire department in question), as each such volunteer fire department presently serves
the applicable Prior District, notwithstanding the creation of the District as a new tax district
with respect to the areas comprised by the Prior Districts.

JUNTY COUNCIL DULY

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 4-19-10, ef seq., the distri
Special Tax Fire Da’stnct such creation and establishe

4-19-20{6) of the Code.

2. F Iorence County Code, Chapter 12, Articl :cs, is hereby deleted in its entirety and
replaced with ]anguage artached here ] el b} reference such de}etion and
3. Any person affected by the ag mn lopting thi ;;“:.- HCE may ‘* action de novo
instituted in the Court of .
the last publication of t >f action taken but not aﬁerwards chai enge this action of
Council. The notice of action tak 1 shall be published once a week for two (2) successive weeks in
the Morning New. g.adoption of this Ordinance in substantially the form attached hereto.
4, Provisions in‘6flier Florence Co nty Ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are hereby repealed.
5. Ordiddnce or the application thereof to any person or circumstance is held
invalid, the invalidity does not affect other provision or application of the Ordinance which can be
given effect without the “invalid provision or application and to this end, the provisions of this
Ordinance are severable.
ATTEST: SIGNED:
Connie Y. Haselden, Council Clerk - James T. Schofield, Chairman
COUNCIL VOTE:
OPPOSED:
Approved as to Form and Content ABSENT:

D. Malloy McEachin, Jr., County Attorney
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ARTICLE II. FLORENCE COUNTY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
Sec. 12-1. Created; boundaries.

There is hereby created the Florence County Fire Protection District (the “District™), which shall
comprise, embrace, and consist of the area contained within the boundaries of the Sardis-Timmonsviile
Rural Fire Protection District, the Howe Springs Fire District, the Hannah-Salem-Friendfield Fire District,
the Windy Hill/Olanta Rural Fire District, the West Florence Rural Fire District, and the Johnsonville Rural
Fire District on [date of adoption of Ordinancel, such area comprising, embracing
and consisting of the entire unincorporated area of the County save and except the arca of the South
Lynches Fire District and including the areas within the municipal fimits of Quinby, Olanta, Pamplico, and
Johnsonville. Reference is made to the Councii Ordinance 18-81/82, Ordinance 11-87 /88 as amended by
Ordinance 14-94/95, Ordinance 25-92/93 as amended by Ordinance 18-2001/02, Ordinance 31-2006/07,
Ordinance 18-2010/11, and the County Tax Map maintained by the Florence County Tax Assessor for a
description of the area comprised by each of the such Prior District and.dor the area contained within
municipal limits of Quinby, Olanta, Pamplico, and Johnsonville, and 2 map of the District available on the
County website at www.florenceco.org/

Sec. 12-2. Purpose.

The District is created and established for th
protection and rescue services therein. Council is hereby auth
all duties necessary to the proper rendering of rural fire protectio

pose and function of providing rural fire
rized to exercise all powers and to perform
id rescue services therein.

Sec. 12-3. Administration of District.
the County’s Fire/Rescue Services C

time fo time designate. Such Coup
those Advisory Committees established b

d with:the direction of the District shall be advised by
ouncit:Qrdinance 05-2013/14 enacted September 19, 2013,

ision of fire service within the District, the County shall contract
- nts organized as nonprofit corporations that as of the date of this
Ordinance is serving the Prior Jistricts, respectively, for service within the area of the applicable Prior
District (or area within the Prior District as is the case with respect to the Windy Hiti/Olanta District) as
comprised by the District. Each such contract shall provide for service on terms substantially similar to
those in effect between each of the nonprofit volunteer fire departments and the applicable prior District
as of the effective date of this Ordinance, subject to the entry by the County into contracts with each such
volunteer fire department for such service (which contracts shall include, without limitation, mechanisms
to assure financial transparency and accountability on the part of the volunteer fire department in
question), and such existing contracts as are deemed appticable and compliant with the terms of this
Ordinance by the County Administrator may continue and are hereby ratified. Any substantial change in
the terms of such service or the discontinuance of such service must be approved by subsequent
ordinance of Council.

(a)
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{b) The contracts with the nonprofit volunteer fire departments shall provide for the
departments to operate as independent contractors providing fire and emergency service for the Florence
County Fire Protection District in accordance with the contractual terms.

Sec, 12-5. Annual tax levy for operation and debt service

In order to provide for the operation and debt service of the function of the District, there are hereby
authorized annual levies by the Auditor of Florence County and the collection by the Treasurer of Florence
County of an ad valorem tax for each fiscal vear as the Council may determine for the operation and debt
service of the District. The levies within the District for the operation and debt service of the District shall
be as preseribed in the County’s annual budget.

In addition to or in Heu of the levy of ad valorem taxes, Council may authorize the imposition of
appropriate rates and charges within the District for operation and debt service of the District,

Sec. 12-6. Issuance of general obligation bonds.

In order to provide fire protection services and facilities ther efo
issue, without election and from time to time, general obligation $
District, such bonds to be payable from ad valorem taxes collect

in the District, the County may
the County on behalf of the
ithin the District.

Sec. 12-7 — 12.20. Reserved,
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NOTICE OF ACTION TARKEN
BY THE FLORENCE COUNTY COUNCIL
CONCERNING THE CREATION AND ESTABLISHMENT
OF THE FLORENCE COUNTY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

Pursuant to the provisions of Sections 4-19-10 et seq, of the Code of Laws of South Carolina,
1676, as amended (the “Enabiing Act™), the Florence County Councii (“Council”) conducted a public
hearing in the County Council Chambers, Florence County, South Carolina, on ,2014at
on the question of the creation and reestablishment of the Florence County Fire Protection District (the
*District™).

Foliowing the aforesaid public hearing, Council did on the __ day of , 2014 give third and
final reading to an Ordinance entitled “An Ordinance To Create And Establish The Florence County Fire
Protection District In Florence County, South Carolina Pursuant To Title 4, Chapter 19 Of The Code Of
Laws Of South Carolina, 1976, As Amended, To Approve The Annual:lievy And Collection Of Ad
Valorem Taxes And The Imposition Of Rates And Charges For The Operation And Maintenance Thereof,
To Authorize The Issuance Of General Obligation Bonds On Behalf 6} District From Time To Time,
And Other Matters Relating Thereto” (the “Ordinance™).

The Ordinance authorizes the creation and establish
embrace, and consist of the area contained within the bodng
Protection District, the Howe Springs Fire District, the °
Windy Hill/Olanta Rura! Fire District, the West Florence Ru
Fire District, such area comprising, embracing 4t i
County save and excepl the area of the South Lv and including the areas within the

, ; illex Reference is made to the Council
Ordinance 18- 81/82 Ordinance 11-87, amende y Ordinance 14-94/95, Ordinance 25-92/93 as
amended by Ordinance 18-2001 flﬁ Grding 20 7, urmnanoe i8- H{);w’] i, and the County Tax
Map mamiamed by the Florence (i ;
the such Prios District and for th
and Johnsonville, and
www.florenceco.org/

hin municipal limits of Qumby, Olanta, Pamplico,
available on the County website at

system. In addition to or in lieu ¢fthe levy of ad valorem taxes, Council may authorize the impositéon of
appropriate rates and charges in the District for operation and maintenance of the District. The
Councif shall be further authorized to issue general obligation bonds of Florence County, payable from ad
valorem taxes levied within the District, for the purpose of providing fire protection therein.

Notice of this Action is being published once a week for two successive weeks in the Morning
News. '

Any person affected by this action of the Florence County Council may, by action de novo
instituted in the Court of Common Pleas for Florence County, within twenty (20) days following the last

publication of this Notice, but not afterwards, chalienge this action of the Fiorence County Council,

FLORENCE COUNTY COUNCIL
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF FLORENCE

I, the undersigned, Clerk to Florence County Council, South Carolina (“County Council™, DO
HEREBY CERTIFY:

That the foregoing constitutes a true, correct and verbatim copy of an Ordinance adopted by
County Council on , 2014, The Ordinance was read at three public meetings of County
Council on three separate days, , 2013, , 2014, and , 2014,
An interval of at least seven days occurred between each reading of the Ordinance. At each such
meeting, a quorum of County Council was present and remained present throughout the meeting.

The meetings held on , 2013, , 2014, and . 2014 were regular
meetings of County Council, for which notice had been previously given pursuant to and in conformity
with Chapter 4, Title 30 of the Code of Laws of South Carolina 1976, as-amended (the “Freedom of
Information Act™).

The original of the Ordinance is duly entered in the perman
as Clerk,

-of the County, in my custody

The Ordinance is now of full force and effect, andthas not befn ‘modified, amended or repealed,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my-Hand and the Seal of Florence County,
South Carolina, this___ dayof 2014, .

A
i
e
=
M

Wlerk to Florence County Council,
R South Carolina

First Reading:
Second Reading:
Public Hearing:
Third Reading:
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Sponsor{s) : County Council

First Reading : L ,
Commnitiee Referral ; Council Clerk, certify that this
Committee Consideration Date : Ordinance was advertised for
Committee Recommendation : Public Hearing on ;
Public Hearing : , and

Second Reading :

Third Reading

Effective Date
ORDINANCE NO. 18-2013/14
COUNCIL-ADMINISTRATOR FORM OF GOVERNMENT FOR FLORENCE COUNTY

(An Ordinance To Create And Establish The Florence County Fire Protection District In Florence
County, South Carolina Pursuant To Title 4, Chapter 19 Of The Code Of Laws Of South Carolina,
1976, As Amended, To Approve The Annual Levy And Collection Of Ad:Valorem Taxes And The
Imposition Of Rates And Charges For The Operation And Maintena hereof, To Antherize The
Issuance Of General Obligation Bonds On Behall Of The District Time To Time, And Other
Matters Relating Thereto.)

WHEREAS:
I8 Pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 19 of Title 2ot Laws of South Carolina, 1976,

as amended (the “Code™), the Florence County Co he “Council™), the governing body of
Florence County, Scuth Carelina (the ‘County”) npowered to establish, operate and
maintain a system of fire protection faci i in demgﬁi d areas of the County in order to
provide the residents and property cwné
designated areas with fire protecticn servic

._.;pfer o ﬂnd C ‘han‘rPr 19 of Title 4 a8 tha case may
inctude the followmg

Digtrict™} created by Ordinance 18-81/82 enacted on
*fthe “Sardis-Timmonsville Ordinance™) for the provision of
within an unincorporated area of the County designated in the

rings Fire District (the "Howe Springs District™) created by
: -87/88 enacted on October 1, 1987 and amended by Ordinance
“enacted on February 2, 1993 (as amended, the “Howe Springs

Ordinance”) for the provision of fire service within an unincorporated area of the
County designated in the Howe Springs Ordinance; and

{c) The Hannah-Salem-Friendfieid Fire District (the “Hannah-Salem-Friendfield
District”) created by Ordinance 25-92/93 enacted on May 6, 1993 and amended
by Ordinance 18-2001/02 enacted on August 9, 2001 ( as amended, the
“Hannah-Salem-EFriendfield Ordinance™) for the provision of fire service within
an  umincorporated  area  of the  County  designated in  the
Hannah-Salem-Friendfield Ordinance; and

(d} The Windy Hill/Olanta Rural Fire District (the “Windy Hill/Olanta District™
and the West Florence Rural Fire District (the “West Fiorence District™) created
by Ordinance 31-2006/07 enacted on Aprii 5, 2007 {the “Windy
Hili/Olanta-West Florence Ordinance™) for the provision of fire service within

16



two unincorporated areas of the County designated in the Windy
Hill/Olanta-West Florence Ordinance; and

{e) The johnsonville Rural Fire District (the “Johnsonville Distriet™) created by
Ordmance 18-2010/11 enacted on May 19, 2011 (the “Johnsonviile District
Ordinance™) for the provision of fire service within an unincorporated area of the
County designated in the Johasonville District Ordinance

{together, the special tax fire disiricts described in {a)-{e) above, the “Prior Districts™).

Council has undertaken a study of the efficiency and effectiveness of the financing of fire

protection and related rescue service through the Prior Districts and has determined that it will be
in the best interests of the County and the residents of the Prior Districts to dissoive each of the
Prior Districts and create a new, single County Fire Protection Disirict, to be designated the
Florence County Fire Protection District, which will encompass all of the areas contained in the
Prior Districts, to include of the area within the municipa! limits-ef the-Towns of Quinby, Olanta,
and- Pamplico, and Johns which Council hereby fmds Have, by and through their
respective Councils in comphance with South Carolina | tequested and agreed to the
mclusion of such area within the District (as hereinafter deﬁ wedjand the provision of fire and
related rescue service by the County in such area, and ha |
such services within their respective municipal Hmi
services,

The dissolution of the Prior Districts has been auth
Ordinance, by Council’s Ordinance No. 17-2013/14
To Section 4-9-30(3)(E) Of The Code

“An Ordinance Dissolving Pursuant
Car{)iina 1976 As Amended The

Dissolving The Johnsonvﬂle Rural Fire’
Hannah Sdlem-Frzendﬁelci F ire

ers Re%ate ’fhereto (*Ordinance No. 17-2013/14"), effective
piration of the period for filing challenges to the adoption of

Council has detérmined to cregte the Florence County Fire Protection District (the “District™), to
approve the continuation of the annual levy and collection of ad valorem taxes for the operation
and maintenance o Bistrict, and 10 authorize the County to issue, from time to time by
ordinance subsequent;hereto, general obligations bonds of the County to finance capital
improvements within and operational costs with respect to the District,

The Council specifically finds that the establishment of the District satisfies the requirements and
conditions of §§4-19-10 and 4-19-20 of the Code and is now minded, in accordance with the
specific authorization of §4-19-10(b) of the Code, to create and establish the District to comprise,
embrace, and consist of the aggregaie area previously contained within the boundaries of the
Prior Districts, such area comprising, embracing and consisting of the entire unincorporated area
of the County save and except the area of the South Lynches Fire District and including the areas
within the municipal limits-of-the-Towns of Quinby, Olanta, and-Pamplico, and Johnsonville.
Reference i1s made to the Council Ordinance 18-81/82, Ordinance 11-87/88 as amended by
Ordinance 14-94/95, Ordinance 25-92/93 as amended by Ordinance 18-2001/02, Ordinance

31-2006/07, Ordinance 18-2010/11, and the County Tax Map maintained by the Florence County
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Tax Assessor for a description of the area comprised by each of the Prior Districts, and a map of
the District available on the County website at www.florenceco.org/

Each of the Prior Districts is served by a nonprofit volunteer fire department operating as a
nonprofit corporation, including the Windy Hill/Olanta District being served by two separate
departments with designated areas within the Windy Hill/Olanta District. Council wishes to
mainiain the provision of fire service by the applicable nonprofit volunteer fire department in
each of the Prior Districts upon the same terms, subject 1o the entry by the County into contracts
with each such velunteer fire department for such service (which contracts shall include, without
mMMMWmmMMQMm@MxJ@.&M
volunteer fire depariment in question), as each such volunteer fire department presently serves
the applicable Prior District, notwithstanding the creation of the District as a new tax district
with respect to the areas comprised by the Prior Districts.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE FLORENCE COUNTY COUNCIL DULY

ASSEMBLED THAT:

I

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 4-19-10, ef seq., the District
Special Tex Fire District, such creation and establishm
expiration of the period for filing challenges to the ado
4-19-20(6) of the Code.

created and cstdblis hed asa

‘;eby deleted in its entirety and

2.
by reference, such deletion and
dissolution of the Prior Districts and
3. Any person affected by the action of C{Jum:tl-; :
instituted in the Court of Cornm nce County, within twenty {20) days feliowing
ke last publication of mc 1, but not afterwards, challenge this action of
Council. The notice of acti ed once a week for two (2) successive weeks in
the Morning News foll Jowing:adopt Or{imdnce in substantially the form attached hereto.
4, Provisions in ot nce Cong .__Ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are hereby repealed.
5. * of this Ordinance or the application thereof to any person or circumstance is held
invalid, the invalidity does not affect other provision or application of the Ordinance which can be
given effect without the mva&xd provision or application and to this end, the provisions of this
Ordinance are severd
ATTEST: SIGNED:
Connie Y. Haselden, Council Clerk James T. Schofield, Chairman
COUNCIL VOTE:
OPPOSED:
Approved as to Form and Content ABSENT:

D. Malloy McEachin, Jr., County Attorney

ARTICLE II. FLORENCE COUNTY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
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Sec. 12-1. Created: boundaries.

There is hereby created the Florence County Fire Protection District (the “District™), which shall
comprise, embrace, and consist of the area contained within the boundaries of the Sardis-Timmonsville
Rural Fire Protection District, the Howe Springs Fire District, the Hannah-Salem-Friendfield Fire District,
the Windy Hill/Olanta Rural Fire District, the West Florence Rural Fire Dustrict, and the Johnsonvilie Rural
Fire District on [date of adoption of Ordinance], such area comprising, embracing
and consisting of the entire unincorporated area of the County save and except the area of the South
Lynches Fire District and including the areas within the municipal limits-ofthe-Fowns of Quinby, Olanta,
and-Pamplico,_and Johnsonville. Reference is made to the Council Ordinance 18-81/82, Ordinance 11-87
/88 as amended by Ordinance 14-94/95, Ordinance 25-92/93 as amended by Ordinance 18-2001/02,
Ordinance 31-2006/07, Ordinance 18-2010/11, and the County Tax Map maintained by the Florence County
Tax Assessor for a description of the area comprised by each of the such Prior District and for the area
contained within municipal limits-ofthe-Fowns of Quinby, Olanta, and-Pamplico,_and Johnsonville, and a
map of the District available on the County website at www.florenceco org/ .

Sec. 12-2. Purpose.

The District is created and established for the purpose
protection and rescue services therein. Council is hereby authorize
all duties necessary to the proper rendering of rural fire protectien and rescue service

ind function o

Sec. 12-3. Administration of District.

The District shall be administered as an admini
the County’s Fire/Rescue Services Coordinator or :
time to time designate. Such County official charge
those Advisory Committees established by Counci
which ordinance is incorporated herein by

department as the County may from
irection of the District shall be advised by
dinance 05:2013/14 enacted September 19, 2013,

{a) With respect to the pr
with each of the voluntes
Ordinance is serving thi
District (or area wiy;
comprised by the Distrigt. .
substantially similar to those in effect between each of the nonprofit volunteer fire departments and the
applicable prior District as afy ctive date of this Ordinance, gubject to the entry by the Countv into.
coniracis with each such volunieer fire department for such service (which contracts shall include
without limitation, mechanisms to assure financial fransnarency and accountability on the part of the
volunteer fire department in guestion), and such existing contracts as are deemed applicable and
compliant with the terms of this Ordinance by the County Administrator may continue and are hereby
ratified. Any substantial change in the terms of such service or the discontinuance of such service must
be approved by subsequent ordinance of Council.

: rvice within the District, the County shall contract
its organized as nonprofit corporations that as of the date of this

(b) The contracts with the nonprofit volunteer fire departments shall provide for the
departments to operate as independent contractors providing fire and emergency service for the Florence
County Fire Protection District in accordance with the contractual terms.

Sec. 12-5. Annual tax levy for operation and debt service
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In order to provide for the operation and debt service of the fanction of the District, there isare
hereby authorized annual levies by the Auditor of Florence County and the collection by the Treasurer of
Florence County of an ad valorem tax for each fiscal year as the Council may determine for the operation
and debt service of the District.  The levies within the District for the operation and debt service of the
District shal] be as prescribed in the County’s annual budget,

In addition to or in iieu of the levy of ad valorem taxes, Council may authorize the imposition of
appropriate rates and charges within the District for operation and debt service of the District,

Sec. 12-6. Issuance of general obligation bonds.

In order to provide fire protection services and facilities therefor within the District, the County may
issue, without election and from time to time, general obligation bonds by the County on behalf of the
Dastrict, such bonds to be payabie from ad valorem taxes collected within the District.

Sec. 12-7 - 12.20. Reserved,
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NOTICE OF ACTION TAKEN
BY THE FLORENCE COUNTY COUNCIL
CONCERNING THE CREATION AND ESTABLISHMENT
OF THE FLORENCE COUNTY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

Pursuant to the provisions of Sections 4-19-10 et seq. of the Code of Laws of South Carolina,
1976, as amended (the “Enabling Act™), the Florence County Council {“Council”) conducted a pubiic
hearing in the County Counci] Chambers, Florence County, South Carolina, on , 2014 at
on the question of the creation and reestablishment of the Florence County Fire Protection District (the
“District”™),

Following the aforesaid public hearing, Council did on the __ day of » 2014 give third and
final reading to an Ordinance entitled “An Ordinance To Create And Establish The Florence County Fire
Protection District In Florence County, South Carolina Pursuant To Titde 4, Chapter 19 Of The Code Of
Laws Of South Carolina, 1976, As Amended, To Approve The Annual fevy And Collection Of Ad
Valorem Taxes And The Imposition Of Rates And Charges For The Operation And Maintenance Thereof,
To Authorize The Issuance Of General Obligation Bends On Behalf Qf istrict From Time To Time,
And Other Matters Relating Thereto” (the “Ordinance™).

of the Districtwhich shall comprise,
ies of the Sardis-Timmonsville Rural Fire

The Ordinance authorizes the creation and establis
embrace, and consist of the area contained within the bo
Protection District, the Howe Springs Fire District, the _
Windy Hill/Olanta Rural Fire District, the West Florence Rural
Fire District, such area comprising, embracing d.consisting
County save and except the area of the South Lynches:
municipal limits-ef-the-Fowns of Quinby, Olanta, and-Pam
the Council Ordinance 18-81/82. Ordinance 11-87 788
25-92/93 as amended by Ordinance 18 02, Or
& Florenee Cout

- Tax Assessor for a description of the area

\ He, and a map of the District available on the

rovisions of the Enabling Act, the Council shall be authorized to levy ad vajorem
[ the District t0:the extent necessary to defray the cost of constructing and equipping
fire protection facilities within the District and to pay for maintenance and operation of such fire protection
system. In addition 1o or'midieu of thelevy of ad valorem taxes, Council may authorize the imposition of
appropriate rates and charges-within the District for operation and maintenance of the District. The
Council shall be further authorized to issue general obligation bonds of Florence County, payable from ad
valoreir taxes levied within the District, for the purpose of providing fire protection therein.

Notice of this Action is being published once a week for two successive weeks in the Morning
News,

Any person affected by this action of the Fiorence County Council may, by action de novo
mnstituted in the Court of Common Pleas for Fiorence County, within twenty (20) days following the last

publication of this Notice, but not afterwards, challenge this action of the Florence County Council,

FLORENCE COUNTY COUNCIL

rea contained within municipal limits-ef-the-
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF FLORENCE

I, the undersigned, Clerk to Florence County Council, South Carolina {“County Council™), DO
HEREBY CERTIFY:

That the foregoing constitutes a true, correct and verbatim copy of an Ordinance adopted by
County Council on , 2014, The Ordinance was read at three public meetings of County
Council on three separate days, , 2013, , 2014, and , 2014,
An interval of at least seven days occurred between each reading of the Ordinance. At each such
meeting, a quorum of County Council was present and remained present throughout the meeting.

The meetings heid on , 2013, . 2014, and , 2014 were regular
meetings of Coustty Council, for which not:ce had been prevmus]y given pursuant to and in conformity
with Chapter 4, Title 30 of the Code of Laws of South Carolina 1976 amended (the “Freedom of
Information Act™).

The original of the Ordinance is duly entered in the permang
as Clerk.

The Ordinance is now of full force and effect, and. :

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set
South Carolina, this day of . 2014,

nd and the Seal of Florence County,

{SEAL)

Clerk to Florence County Council,
Seuth Carolina

First Reading:
Second Reading:
Public Hearing;
Third Reading:
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