
STAFF REPORT 

TO THE 

FLORENCE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
Tuesday, May 22, 2012 

PC#2012-04 

 

SUBJECT:  Text amendment request for Chapter 30 – Zoning 

Ordinance, Article V. – Sign Regulations for off-

premise signage (billboards) of the Florence County 

Code. 

 

APPLICANT:    Florence County Planning Department 

 

STAFF ANALYSIS: 

Chapter 30 – Zoning Ordinance, Article V. – Sign Regulations for off-premise signage 

(billboards) of the Florence County Code defines an off-premise sign as a sign which directs 

attention to a business, commodity, service, or entertainment conducted, sold, or offered at a 

location other than the premises on which the sign is located. 

 

Recent inquiries concerning the use of a more advanced type of off-premise sign that is beyond 

this scope of the paste billboards and other type outdoor messaging centers regulated by the 

Florence County Code have been brought to the attention of Planning staff. These particular 

types of billboards and messaging centers are electronic and/or of digital display in nature. 

 

As the sign industry receives requests for newer and more viable means of advertisement from 

the business industry, it looks to local government for regulatory direction.  Planning staff seeks 

to provide the most accurate and efficient information to guide enhanced development. 

 

The current Zoning Ordinance establishes regulations for off-premise signage but the current 

regulations do not address the specific design standards under which the newer billboards would 

fall.   

 

If approved, a text amendment to Sections 30-202. – Signs on Private Property, Table VII.-

Regulation of Signs by Type, Characteristics, and Zoning Districts and Section 30-207. – 

Development Standards of Chapter 30-Zoning Ordinance of the Florence County Code off-

premise signage (billboards) to allow digital display billboards shall read as follows(new text 

shall be shown in bold and underlined and deleted text shall be shown with strikethrough):  

Sec. 30-202. - Signs on private property. 

Signs shall be allowed on private property in accord with Table VII. If the letter "A" 

appears for a sign type in a column, such sign is allowed without prior permit approval in the 

zoning district represented by that column. If the letter "P" appears for a sign type in a column, 

such sign is allowed only with prior permit approval in the zoning district represented by that 

column. If the letter "N" appears for a sign type in a column, such a sign is not allowed in the 

zoning district represented by that column under any circumstances.  
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Although permitted under the previous paragraph, a sign designated by an "A" in Table 

VII shall be allowed only if in compliance with the conditional requirements of Table VIII.  

Table VII Regulation of Signs By Type, Characteristics, and Zoning Districts  

Sign Type All 
Residential 
Zones 

B-1 B-2 B-3 B-4 B-5/B-6 RU-1 RU-2 INS(3) UZ(5) 

Permanent 

Freestanding           

Billboards(4)(8) N N N P N P P N N P 

Other P(1) P(1) P P P P P P(1) P P 

Directional(6) N A A A A A A A A P 

Building           

Canopy N P P P P P P P N P 

Identification A A A A A A A A A A 

Directional(6) N A A A A A A A A A 

Marquee N N P P P P P N N P 

Projecting N N P P P P P N N P 

Roof N N P P P P P N N P 

Roof, integral N N P P P P P N N P 

Wall N P P P P P P P N P 

Window N A A A A A A A A A 

Temporary(2) 

A-frame N N A A A A A N N A 

Banner N N P P P P P N N A 

Posters A A A A A A A A A A 

Portable(7) N N N P N N P P N A 

Inflatable N N P P N N P N N A 

Pennant N N P P N P P N N A 

Identification A A A A A A A A A A 

Real estate A A A A A A A A A A 

Political A A A A A A A A A A 

Sign characteristics 

Animated N N P P P P P N N P 

Changeable 
copy 

N A A A A A A A A A 

Illumination 
indirect 

A A A A A A A A A A 

Illumination A A A A A A A A A A 
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1. Signs identifying or announcing land subdivisions, residential projects, or agricultural 

operations, where permitted. 

2. See section 30-205  

3. This column does not represent a zoning district. It applies to institutional and other non-

residential uses permitted in residential zoning districts, i.e., churches, schools, parks, etc., 

and includes historical markers.  

4. Where permitted by Table VII, billboards may be established only on lots or parcels fronting 

or within 600 feet of Interstate ROW as defined by Table VIII and U.S. designated highways.  

5. Unzoned area of county. 

6. Though allowed w/o prior permitting, must meet the conditional requirements of Table VIII. 

Directional signs are allowed for conforming, nonresidential uses in residential zones.  

7. Color, fluorescent—Allowed only on portable signs where permitted. 

8. Digital display billboards-See Sec. 30-207 for development standards. 

NA -  Regulation not applicable in unzoned area of county.  
 

Sec. 30-207. - Development standards. 

(a) Visual area clearance. No sign shall be located within a vision clearance area as defined in section 

30-245  

(b) Vehicle area clearance. When a sign extends over an area where vehicles travel or park, the bottom 

of the sign structure shall be at least 14 feet above the ground. Vehicle areas include driveways, 

alleys, parking lots, and loading and maneuvering areas. (See area clearance illustration, 4)  

(c) Pedestrian area clearance. When a sign extends over a sidewalk, walkway, or other space 

accessible to pedestrians, the bottom of the sign structure shall be at least eight feet above the 

ground. (See area clearance illustration, 4)  

(d) Sign materials; code compliance. Permanent and temporary identification signs must be constructed 

in accord with all applicable provisions of the building code and National Electrical Code, and 

consist of durable all-weather materials.  

Images, logos, graphics, etc. painted on permanent signs or buildings must be performed in a 

professional and workmanlike manner. Permits for painted signs will only be issued to companies who 

are engaged as sign painters.  

(e) Billboard design. Stacked or double-decked sign faces or side by side sign faces shall not be 

permitted. Structures permitted after the effective date of this chapter, with a 32 square foot or more 

internal 

Illumination, 
exposed bulbs 
or neon 

N N N N N N N N N N 

Color, 
fluorescent 
(7) 

N N N N N N N N N N 
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sign face, shall be designed and constructed with a single steel pole structural support design, 

meeting the southeastern building code, including a 110-mile per hour wind load.  
(f) Digital and Electronic Changing Message Off-Premise Signs 

1. Digital and Electronic Changing Message Signs are permitted off-site signs, including 
preexisting non-conforming off-site signs may be digital signs or electronic changing 
message signs subject to the following provisions: 
a. All messages, images or displays on a digital sign or electronically changing 

message sign shall remain unchanged for a minimum of six (6) seconds. 
b. The time interval used to change from one complete message, image or display to 

the next complete message, image or display shall be a maximum of one (1) 
second. 

c. There shall be no appearance of a visual dissolve or fading, in which any part of 
one message, image or display appears simultaneously with a part of a second 
message, image or display. 

d. There shall be no appearance of flashing or sudden bursts of light, and no 
appearance of video motion, animation, movement or flow of the message, image 
or display within the sign. 

e. The intensity and contrast of light levels shall remain constant throughout the sign 
face. 

f. Each digital sign or electronically changing message sign shall be equipped with 
automatic day/night dimming software, to reduce the illumination intensity of the 
sign from one hour after sunset to one hour prior to sunrise. 

g. The conversion of a preexisting nonconforming off-site sign to a digital sign or 
electronically changing message sign, including structural improvements related 
thereto, is permitted and shall not be considered as a removal, replacement, 
change, expansion, or restoration of a nonconformity.  Any necessary 
modifications to a preexisting nonconforming off-site sign to a digital sign or 
electronically changing message sign, including reconstruction of the structure or 
structural alterations, shall be allowed, as long as all dimensions of the sign 
display shall stay the same as the current dimensions of the sign display. 

h. Any digital display installation on existing sign structures as of the date of the 
adoption of this sign ordinance amendment shall be a minimum of 650’ from any 
other digital display facing the same direction. 

i. The following are the criteria for lighting standards for display signs or 
electronically changing messages signs: 
a. Lighting levels will not increase by more than 0.3 foot candles (over ambient 

levels) as measured using a foot candle meter at a pre-set distance. 
b. Pre-sent distances to measure the foot candles impact vary with the expected 

viewing distances of each sign size.  Measurement distance criteria follow: 
i. Displays of 300 square feet or less 150’ 
ii. Displays of 378 square feet or less 200’ 
iii. Displays of 672 square feet or less 250’ 

c. Each digital display or electronically changing message sign shall include a 
light-sensing device that will adjust the brightness as ambient light conditions 
change. 

(g) (f)Sign illumination. Illuminated signs shall not directly shine on abutting properties. No 

illumination simulating traffic control devices or emergency vehicles shall be used, nor shall lights 

which are intermittently switched on and off, changed in intensity or color, or otherwise displayed 

to create the illusion of flashing or movement be permitted.  
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PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING ACTION-FEBRUARY 28, 2012: 

The six Planning Commission members present at the meeting held on February 28, 2012, voted 

unanimously to have staff conduct research from other jurisdictions on the subject and directed 

staff to bring the information back before the Planning Commission as an agenda item at the next 

regularly scheduled meeting.  

 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING ACTION-APRIL 24, 2012: 

The six Planning Commission members present voted unanimously to accept staff’s presentation 

and for staff to move forward with a text amendment to bring back before the Planning 

Commission as a Public Hearing at the meeting held on April 24, 2012.   

 

FLORENCE COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING: 

This item is tentatively scheduled to appear on the agenda for Introduction on Thursday, June 21, 

2012 @ 9:00AM in Room 803 of the City-County Complex, 180 North Irby Street, Florence. 

 

 

 


