“Final stabilization” means that all soil disturbing activities at the site have been
completed and that a uniform perennial vegetative cover with a density of at least 70% of
the native background vegetative cover for the area has been established on all unpaved
areas and areas not covered by permanent structures, or equivalent permanent
stabilization measures (such as the use of riprap, gabions, or geotextiles) have been
employed. See “final stabilization” definition in Appendix A of the Construction General
Permit for further guidance where background native vegetation covers less than 100
percent of the ground, in arid or semi-arid areas, for individual lots in residential
construction, and for construction projects on land used for agricultural purposes.
EPA Construction General Permit 2008
Appendix A - Definitions and Acronyms
Definition
“Final Stabilization” means that:
1. All soil disturbing activities at the site have been completed and either of the two
following criteria are met:
a. a uniform (e.g,, evenly distributed, without large bare areas) perennial
vegetative cover with a density of 70 percent of the native background
vegetative cover for the area has been established on all unpaved areas and
areas not covered by permanent structures, or
b. equivalent permanent stabilization measures (such as the use of riprap,
gabions, or geotextiles) have been employed.
2. When background native vegetation will cover less than 100 percent of the ground (e.g.,
arid areas, beaches), the 70 percent coverage criteria is adjusted as follows: if the native
vegetation covers 50 percent of the ground, 70 percent of 50 percent (0.70 X 0.50 = 0.35)
would require 35 percent total cover for final stabilization. On a beach with no natural
vegetation, no stabilization is required.
3. In arid and semi-arid areas only, all soil disturbing activities at the site have been
completed and both of the following criteria have been met:
a. Temporary erosion control measures (e.g., degradable rolled erosion control
product) selected, designed, and installed along with an appropriate seed base to provide
erosion control for at least three years without active maintenance by you,
b. The temporary erosion control measures are selected, designed, and installed to
achieve percent vegetative coverage within three years.
4. For individual lots in residential construction, final stabilization means that either:
a. The homebuilder has completed final stabilization as specified above, or
b. The homebuilder has established temporary stabilization including perimeter controls
for an individual lot prior to occupation of the home by the homeowner and informing the
homeowner of the need for, and benefits of, final stabilization.
5. For construction projects on land used for agricultural purposes (e.g., pipelines across crop
or range land, staging areas for highway construction, etc.), final stabilization may be
accomplished by returning the disturbed land to its preconstruction agricultural use.
Areas disturbed that were not previously used for agricultural activities, such as buffer
strips immediately adjacent to ‘‘water of the United States,’’ and areas which are not
being returned to their preconstruction agricultural use must meet the final stabilization
criteria (1) or (2) or (3) above.

